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1983 (TWENTY-SIXTH) FALL OCCURRENCE REPORT 

Two hundred sixty-two species, from 10 locations, are listed in this report. Comparable 
figures for previous years are 269 species from 10 localities in 1982,277 species from 14 localities 
in 1981, and 218 (and a possible Veery) from 12 localities in 1980. 

The information is presented in a rough west (left) to east (right) order, with locations of 
about the same longitude listed with the northernmost first. Two dates indicate the first and last 
records for the period. The symbols are: 

Jl, Au, Sp, Ot, No, and Dm for the months. 

P to indicate a species which is present all of the year, although the same individuals may not 
be present during the whole year, and the numbers may vary greatly. 

S- to indicate a species which arrived before 1 July and was reported on the Spring 
Occurrence Report (except for Polk, where it was mentioned in June columns). 

S-W to indicate much the same thing as P, but where the situation is not always the case. 

-W to indicate a species which remained after 31 December (but lack of such an indication 
does not necessarily mean that the species did not remain). 

x when the exact date in a month is not given 

* in -*W for Saunders for some species which disappeared early in 1984. See comments 
under Saunders. 

The reporting locations, contributors (to the extent known) and special comments are: 

Adams, Hastings, 95 species, Miss Bernice Welch, reporter, Elsie Helzer, Esther Kennedy, 
and Dorothy Marsh. 

Boone, Albion, 100 species, Wayne J. Mollhoff, reporter. 

Douglas (and Sarpy), Omaha and Bellevue, 207 species, Tanya Bray, R.G. Cortelyou, Ruth 
C. Green, Babs and Loren Padelford, reporters, Russell Benedict, Bob and John Binhammer, 
Lucile Burnett, Marg Graf, Gladys E. Johnson, Janet Kilmer, Jim and Sandy Kovanda, Cathy 
Nelson, Bill and Becky Otto, B.J. Rose, Andy Saunders, Carol Ann Smith, Mary Tremaine, A1 
and lone Werthman. An immature Night-Heron, not further identified, was seen 12 August. The 
Werthmans had a Virginia Rail 20 September in their garden in mid-Omaha, possibly grounded 
by strong wind and rain the day before. A Brown Thrasher was still coming to a feeder on 31 
December. 

Hall, see Howard. 

Howard (and Hall), St. Libory, 107 species, Bill Schleicher, reporter, Tanya Bales, Vera 
Coons, Dennis Grundman ? Helen Seim, George Stoppkotte. The Wood Duck had joined the 
tame Mallards at Stuhr Museum. 

Lancaster, Lincoln, 153 species, William C. Garthwright, Mabel B. Ott, reporters, Russell 
Benedict, Larry Einemann, Daryl and Margaret Giblin, Ray Korpi, Bill and Bonnie Mulder. The 
Bonaparte’s Gulls were at Branched Oak Lake, first sighted by Ray Korpi and last by him and 
Russell Benedict, when they saw at least 60, about 5 of them juveniles. 

Lincoln, North Platte, 118 species, Marie Cunningham, reporter, Harold Cunningham, Ella 
Neilsen, Margaret Morton, Howard and Wilma Wyman. The G ray-crowned Rosy Finch was at a 
feeder north of town. 

McPherson, Tryon, 73 species, Mrs. Oona Bassett, reporter. The meadows were covered 
with water for a long time and many water birds were reported there, but she was afraid of 
getting stuck and didn’t get to check them. It is the first year she didn’t see lots of Curlews, 
although she is sure they were there. The observations end in early November with her 
departure for Arizona. 

Polk, Polk, 115 species, Norris Alfred, reporter. Lennis Lind, Donna Loschen, Lee Morris. 
This report is compiled from Mr. Alfred’s “Bird Watching” column in The Polk Progress and 
includes part of Hamilton and York counties. Unusual sightings obviously will be included, but 
run-of-the-mill species that don’t fit well into the narrative may be left out — in fact, he skipped a 
column one week on the grounds that nothing interesting happened. 

Sarpy, see Douglas. 

Saunders, Morse Bluff, 89 species, Rev. T.A. Hoffman, reporter. Father Hoffman resumed 
observations in this area 5 August, after an absence of about 8 months. He comments: For 
whatever reason, poor food supply, intense cold, many normally wintering species eventually 
left the area for at least three or more weeks during December and January (written 1 February). 

— Text continued on page 13. 
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Au 16 




Belted Kingfisher 

S - 

- 


Ot 9 


Dm 20 



Dm 17 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

S - 

- 


J1 3 


Sp 10 



Au 30 

Red-bellied 

- 

- 


No 9 

Woodpecker 




Dm 24 

Yellow-bellied 

- 

_ 


- 

Sapsucker 





Downy Woodpecker 

P 

- 


P 

Hairy Woodpecker 

Au 28 

- 


P 

Northern Flicker 

P 

Au 

9 

P 



Ot 

3 


Olive-sided 

- 

- 


- 

Flycatcher 





Western Wood-Pewee 

S - 

- 


- 


Sp 14 




Eastern Wood-Pewee 

- 

- 



Alder Flycatcher 

- 

Sp 

l 

- 

Willow Flycatcher 

- 

- 


- 

Least Flycatcher 

- 

- 


- 

Empidonax sp. 

- 

- 


- 

Eastern Phoebe 

- 

Sp 25 


Say's Phoebe 

note 

- 


J1 21 

Great Crested 

- 

- 


- 

Flycatcher 





Western Kingbird 

S - 

s - 


J1 1 


Sp 14 Sp 

1 Sp 1 

Eastern Kingbird 

S - 

s - 


J1 3 


Sp 14 Sp 

1 Sp 1 

Horned Lark 

P 

s - 


P 



Sp 

4 


Purple Martin 

- 

- 


J1 1 


Sp 18 


Hall 

Adams 


caster 

ders 

Sarpy 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - S - 

Au 17 

S - 

Ot 10 

Ot 9 

Ot 6 

Ot 9 Ot 8 Sp 17 

Ot 16 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 26 

- 

Jl 30 

ot 5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S - 

J1 20 

s - 

S - S - 

S - 

S - 

Ot 17 


Sp 15 No 13 Dm 31 

Dm 10 

No 20 

s - 

S - 

s - 

Jl 10 s - 

S - 

S - 

Ot 2 

Sp 5 Sp 5 ot 2 ot l 

Sp 24 

Dm 30 

P 

- 

P 

Sp 25 p 

- w 

S - 

Dm 29 

P 

- 

- 

' 

- 

- 

Ot 9 
No 30 

P 

p 

P 

Jl 10 P 
- w 

P 

P 

P 

p 

P 

Sp 25 p 

No 6 

Ot 18 

- W 

P 

P 

p 

P 

Jl 10 P 

Dm 11 

S - 

Dm 4 

P 


- 

- 

- Au 27 Au 27 
Au 28 Sp 10 

Sp 2 
Sp 6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S - 

Au 27 

S - 

Sp 17 

s - 

Sp 22 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

s - 

Au 15 

S - 

Jl 9 



- 

Ot 2 

- 

Jl 10 Sp 13 
Sp 4 Sp 20 


Sp 5 
Sp 12 

- 

- 


Sp 25 Au 27 
Ot 2 Au 28 

Sp 4 

Jl 31 

Sp 13 

- 

- 

S - 

Jl 9 

S - 

Sp 4 

Sp 10 

Au 8 
Ot 3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

s - 

s - 

- 

Jl 17 

s - 

s - 

Au 20 

Au 10 


Au 28 

Sp 10 

Sp 13 

S - 

S - 

s - 

S - S - 

- 

s - 

Au 26 Sp 5 Sp 5 Sp 14 Sp & 


Sp 10 

S - 

s - 

s - 

Jl 7 S - 

s - 

s - 

Au 29 Sp 5 Sp 5 Sp 25 Au 28 Sp 10 

Sp 17 

P 

- 

p 

No 11 Dm 4 
Dm 11 Dm 31 

Urn 4 
Dm 29 

p 

s - 

s - 

s - 

Jl 17 S - 

- 

s - 

Au 25 Sp 4 Sp 1 

Au 20 


Sp 21 
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Scotts 

Bluff 

McPh. 

Lin- Howard 
coin Hall 

Adams 

Boone 

Polk 

Lan¬ 

caster 

Saun¬ 

ders 

Doug. 

Sarpy 

Tree Swallow 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 


S - 

Au I 3 

- 

S - 

No 8 

N. Rough-winged 

Swallow 

S - 

Au 5 

- 


Jl 16 
Sp 1 

S - S - S - Jl 17 S - Sp 10 S - 
Au 20 Sp 26 Sp 5 Au 14 Jl 14 Sp 17 Ot 6 

Bank Swallow 

- 



Jl 3 

S - 

Au 21 



' 

Jl 1 
Sp 14 


S P 3 
Ot 2 

Cliff Swallow 

S - 

S P 9 



Jl 3 

S - 

Au 20 

- 

S- S - Jl 1 Au 6 S - 
Sp 7 Sp 4 Sp 14 Sp 4 Au 19 

Barn Swallow 

S - S - J1 3 
Sp 23 Sp 18 Ot 21 

S - 
Dm 2 

s - s - ji 17 
Ot 9 Sp 5 ot 1 

S - S - S - 

Ot 23 Sp 24 No 6 

Blue Jay- 

P 



P 

P 

p 

P 

Jl 10 

- w 

P 

P 

P 

Piny on J ay 

Sp 4 

- W 

- 


- 

- 

- 

' 



' 

- 

Black-hilled Magpie 

P 

- 


P 

P 

- 

P 

Jl 17 

- W 

- 

Sp 17 

Dm 4 

' 

American Crow 

P 

ot 31 

P 

P 

p 

P 

Jl 10 

- w 

P 

P 

P 

Black-capped Chickadee 

P 

- 


P 

P 

p 

P 

Jl 17 

- w 

P 

P 

P 

Tufted Titmouse 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No 7 
Dm 13 

- 

P 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

Sp 24 

- 


Sp 18 
Dm 17 

No 3 No 16 
Dm 18 Dm 31 

- 

- 

Sp 20 

- W 

- 

Ot 8 

- w 

White-breasted 

Nuthatch 

- 

- 


Au 3 
Dm 1? 

Sp 16 

- w 

Dm 31 

Jl 1 
Dm 31 

Sp 25 

- w 

P 

P 

p 

Pygmy Nuthatch 

Sp 24 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Brown Creeper 

- 

No 

No 

2 

3 

Dm 17 

No 30 
Dm 28 

Ot 2 
Dm 7 

Dm 3 No 13 
Dm 8 

Ot 8 
- w 

- 

ot 3 

- w 

Rock Wren 

J1 23 
Sp 24 

- 



- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

' 


Carolina Wren 




- 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

Au 17 
Dm 19 

- 

Au 10 
No 20 

House Wren 

S - Au 
Au 30 Sp 

9 Jl 1 
2 Au 3 

S - 

Au 28 

S - S - Jl 10 

Ot 2 Sp 5 ot 1 

S - S - S - 

Ot 5 Sp 24 Ot 12 

Winter Wren 


- 


' 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ot 11 
No 30 

Sedge Wren 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 13 
ot 23 


Jl 26 
Ot 6 

Marsh Wren 

J1 10 
J1 23 



- 



- 

- 

ot 23 


Au 5 
Ot 8 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

Dm 10 

- 


Ot 20 
No 15 


No 28 

Dm 4 

ot 30 

Ot 16 
Dm 2 

Ot 22 
No 26 


Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

Ot 15 

Sp 

Ot 

1 

ot 23 

Ot 15 No 28 


ot 2 ot 3 Ot 18 

Ot 30 No 1 

No 30 

Eastern Bluebird 

- 

- 


Jl 14 
Dm 31 

Jl 21 
No 20 

" 

ot 30 Jl 10 
No 24 

Ot 16 Sp 4 
No 5 

S - 

Dm 18 

Mountain Bluebird 

S - 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


ot 15 
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Scotts McPh. Lin- Howard Boone Polk Lan- Saun- 

Bluff coin Hall Adams caster ders 


Townsend's Solitaire 

Sp 23 Sp 29 - 

Dm 31 



- 

" 


Veery 

- 

- 

- 


Au 20 

- 

- 

- 

Swainson's Thrush 

No 9 Sp 4 

Ot 10 


No 19 

- 

- 

Sp 19 - 

Sp 27 

Hermit Thrush 

- 

- 

- 


- 


- 

- 

Wood Thrush 

- 

Sp 

ot 

2 - 

7 


- 

- 

- 

- 

American Robin 

S - Au 20 S 
Dm 31 No 4 Lm 

30 

S - S - 
Dm 13 No 10 

s - 

Dm 31 

S - 
- w 

s - s - 

Dm 31 Dm 10 

Varied Thrush 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

Gray Catbird 

Sp 10 Sp 4 

Sp 24 


S - S - S - 

No 18 No 13 Sp 10 

s - 

Ot 2 

S - S - 

Ot 3 Sp 10 

Northern Mockingbird 

- 

- 



S - 

Au 20 

- 

J1 7 
Au 14 


Brown Thrasher 

S - 

Sp 4 

Sp 

ot 

8 J1 

2 

9 

S - S - S - J1 10 
Ot 2 Ot 17 Sp 10 Sp 25 

S - S - 

Dm 19 No 19 

Water Pipit 

ot 15 

- 



- 

- 

- 

- 

Cedar Waxwing 

ot 15 

No 10 

Ot 6 Ot 23 J1 25 No 28 No 6 
Ot 11 Dm 18 Dm 14 Dm 31 

No 6 

- W 

Sp 10 Au I 3 
Dm 18 No 26 

Northern Shrike 

No 19 
Dm 17 


Dm 9 
Dm 17 

- 

- 

- 


Loggerhead Shrike 

S - 

Sp 22 

- 

J1 

No 

3 

18 

S - S - s - 

Au 28 Sp 5 Sp 5 

J1 10 
Dm 11 

Dm 4 - 

European Starling 

P 

- 

P 


P P 

P 

J1 7 

- W 

P S - 

Dm 10 

Bell's Vireo 

- 


- 


J1 10 

Au 10 


- 

Au 11 S - 
Au 27 Sp 4 

Solitary Vireo 

- 

' 

- 



' 

- 

Sp 22 - 

No 7 

Yellow-throated Vireo 

- 

- 

- 


- 


- 

' 

Warbling Vireo 

S - 

Sp 4 

- 

J1 

12 

s - s - s - 

Au 6 J1 10 Sp 10 

Au 7 

S - Sp 4 
Sp 11 

Philadelphia Vireo 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

Red-eyed Vireo 

J1 31 

ot 5 

" 

Ot 

11 

s - 

Au 4 


J1 17 

J1 2 Sp 4 

Tennessee Warbler 

- 

Sp 

3 - 


Sp 29 0t 2 
Ot 2 

' 

- 

Ot 3 

Ot 18 

Orange-crowned Warbler Ot 8 

- 

- 


- Sp 5 

- 

Sp 25 
Ot 7 

Sp 21 

Ot 20 

Nashville Warbler 

- 

Sp 

1 


Ot 2 

- 

ot 1 
Ot 8 

Sp 20 

Ot 20 

Northern Parula 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

Yellow Warbler 

s - 

Sp 7 

- 

s 

Au 

20 

s - Sp 5 

Au 6 

S - S - 

J 1 9 Sp 4 

S - 

Au 27 


Doug. 

Sarpy 


Sp 6 
Ot 4 

Ot 17 
Dm 18 

S - 

Sp 15 

S - 

Dm 20 

Dm 12 

S - 

Ot 6 

Au 6 
Au 9 

S - 

Ot 8 


S - 
Dm 25 


Au 15 
Sp 4 

P 


S - 
Au 18 

Au 20 
Ot 8 

S - 

Sp 6 

S - 

Sp 13 
Sp 21 

S - 
Ot 2 

Sp 4 
Ot 4 

Sp 23 
Ot 24 

Sp 2 
Ot 23 
Sp 4 
Sp 5 
S - 
Au 15 

Sp 1 
Ot 14 


Chestnut-sided Warbler 
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Scotts McPh. 
Bluff 

Lin- 1 
coin 

Howard 

Hall 

Adams 

Boone 

Polk 

Lan¬ 

caster 

Saun¬ 

ders 

Doug. 

Sarpy 

Magnolia Warbler 



- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 1 
ot 3 

Black-throated Blue W. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 20 

- 

- 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 

Sp 22 Sp 26 J1 13 Ot 15 
Ot 23 Ot ? Sp 4 

- 

- 

Sp 25 Sp 21 Sp 24 Ot 6 
Ot 9 0t 23 No 5 No 7 

Black-throated Green W 

• - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ot 1 
ot 3 


Sp 1 
Ot 8 

Blackburnian Warbler 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 2 
ot 29 

Prairie Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 22 

Bay-breasted Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 20 

Blackpoll Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 25 

- 

- 

ot 29 

Cerulean Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J1 7 

Black-and-white Warbler - Sp 2? 

" 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

Sp 1 

ot 29 

American Redstart 

ot 15 Sp 3 
s P 30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

- 

s - 

Sp 11 

Prothonotaiy Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 20 

Ovenbird 

- Sp 4 

Sp 19 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 18 

- 

S - 

Sp 6 

Louisiana Waterthrush 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

s - 

J 1 15 

Kentucky Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

Au 20 
Au 28 

Mourning Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 28 

Common Yellowthroat 

s - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

J1 10 

S - 

S - 

S - 


Au 5 

Ot 16 

Au 16 

Au 31 Sp 10 Au 14 

Ot 2 

Au 27 Sp 29 

Wilson's Warbler 

Sp 19 Sp 3 
Sp 29 Sp 28 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sp 19 
ot 3 

" 

Au 31 

Sp 17 

Canada Warbler 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

Sp 1 

- 

Au 31 

Sp 5 

Yellow-breasted Chat 

J1 2 Sp 4 
Au 8 

- 

S - 

Au 1 

- 

" 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Summer Tanager 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Au 9 

Scarlet Tanager 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

' 

S - 

Sp 1 

Western Tanager 

Sp 10 - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Northern Cardinal 

- Au 28 
Ot 7 

P 

P 

P 

P 

s - 

No 18 

p 

S - 

No 26 

p 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

- 

- 

S - S - 

Au 10 J1 10 

s - 

Au 1 

S - 

Au 28 

s - s - 

Ot 1 Sp 4 

s - 

Ot 3 

Blue Grosbeak 

s - 

Sp 1 

Au 11 

- 

" 

- 

S - S - 

Au 14 J1 26 


s - 

Au 24 

Lazuli Bunting 

s - 

Au 5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

- 

Indigo Bunting 

S - 

J1 15 

- 

s - s - 

Au 15 J1 10 

S - 

Au 1 

Au 14 

S - 

J1 1 

Au 27 

S - 

Ot 12 


- J 1 3 S - s - s - s - S - Au 13 S - 
Au 10 Au 31 Au 13 Au 14 Sp 6 Au 18 


Dickcissel 
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Scotts McPh. 

Lin- Howard 



Boone 

Polk 

Lan- 

Saun¬ 

Doug. 


Bluff 

coin 

Hall 

Adams 


caster 

ders 

Sarpy 

Green-tailed Towhee 

- 

- 





- 

- 



- 

Ot 4 

Rufous-sided Towhee 

S - Sp 19 

Ot 1 

S 

- 

Ot 

2 

- 

Ot 1 Sp 

26 

S - 

S - 


Ot 27 Ot 10 

Dm 17 

Au 

8 




Ot 23 No 

6 

Ot 22 

ot 27 

American Tree Sparrow 

ot 15 Ot 23 

Ot 9 

No 

10 

No 

28 

ot 30 ot 30 Ot 

17 

ot 29 

ot 23 


Dm 31 No 4 

Dm 31 

Dm 17 

Dm 25 

Dm 31 

- W 

Dm 

31 

Dm 4 

Dm 31 

Chipping Sparrow 

S - Sp 17 

Ot 21 

S 

- 

S 

- 

S - 

No 11 

Ot 

7 

- 

S - 


Ot 15 Ot 6 

No 15 

Au 

10 

Ot 

2 

Au 8 


No 

11 


Ot 24 

Clay-colored Sparrow 

- Sp 24 

- 



S 

- 

- 

Ot 2 

Ot 

2 

- 

- 


Sp 30 




Ot 

2 







Field Sparrow 

Sp 24 

- 

S 

- 

- 


S - 

J1 17 

S 

- 

S - 

S - 


Ot 7 


Au 

8 



Sp 15 


Ot 

23 

Au 13 

Ot 22 

Vesper Sparrow 

Sp 11 

- 



- 


- 

_ 

Ot 

7 

- 

Ot 2 


Ot 15 








Ot 

23 



Lark Sparrow 

S - S - 

J1 5 

S 

- 

- 


S - 

- 



- 

- 


Sp 9 Au x 

J1 28 

Au 

20 



Sp 1 






Lark Bunting 

S - S - 

J1 28 

S 

- 

- 


- 

- 



- 

- 


Sp 5 Au 15 


Au 

8 









Savannah Sparrow 

- 

- 



- 


Sp 20 

No 13 

Sp 

29 

- 

Ot 6 








No 8 





ot 23 

Grasshopper Sparrow 

- 

J1 14 

S 

- 

Ot 

2 

S - 

- 

Au 

13 

S - 

s - 



J1 28 

Au 

8 



Au 20 




Au 13 

Au 6 

Le Conte's Sparrow 

- 

- 



- 


- 

- 

Ot 

7 

- 

- 










Ot 

9 



Fox Sparrow 

- 

- 



- 


- 

- 

Ot 

13 

Ot 22 

Ot 6 










No 

2 


No 4 

Song Sparrow 

ot 15 

- 



- 


S - 

Ot 2 

S 

- 

S - 

S - 


Dm 17 






No 20 

No 6 

Dm 

26 

No 12 

Dm 20 

Lincoln's Sparrow 

- 

- 



- 


- 

Sp 25 Sp 

16 

- 

Sp 29 









Ot 9 

Ot 

23 


No 30 

Swamp Sparrow 

- 

- 



- 


S - 

- 

Ot 

7 

ot 29 

Ot 22 








Sp 5 


No 

5 

No 5 

No 2 

White-throated Sparrow 

ot 15 Sp 30 

- 

Dm 

8 

- 


ot 26 

Ot 9 

Ot 

1 

Ot 18 

Ot 6 


Ot 14 


Dm 

17 





No 

4 

Dm 4 

Dm 31 

White-crowned Sparrow 

Sp 23 Sp 18 

Ot 21 

Dm 

1 

Dm 

21 

- 

ot 23 Ot 

8 

Ot 18 

Ot 22 


Dm 31 Ot 12 

Dm 17 

Dm 

17 





Dm 

18 


Dm 29 

Harris' Sparrow 

Ot 15 Sp 24 

Ot 19 

Dm 

2 

Ot 

22 

ot 26 

Ot 9 

Ot 

7 

Ot 18 

Ot 22 


No 4 

Dm 30 

Dm 

17 

Dm 25 

Dm 31 

- w 

Dm 

31 

No 12 

Dm 31 

Dark-eyed Junco 

Ot 7 Sp 27 

Sp 18 

No 

10 

Ot 

2 

Ot 26 

ot 30 

Ot 

11 

Ot 18 

Ot 6 


Dm 31 No 3 

Dm 31 

Dm 

28 

Dm 3 I 

Dm 31 

- w 

Dm 

31 

-*W 

Dm 31 

Lapland Longspur 

' 

- 

Dm 

14 

- 


No 8 
Dm 18 

- 



- 

Dm 17 

Snow Bunting 

' 

- 



- 


Dm 14 
Dm 31 

- 



- 

- 

Bobolink 

- 

S - 

S 

- 

- 


S - 

s - 



- 

S - 



Au 20 

J1 

28 



Sp 20 

J1 17 




J1 8 

Red-winged Blackbird 

s - s - 

J1 13 

S 

- 

S 

- 

S - 

J1 7 

S 

- 

Au 13 

S - 


Dm 17 No 5 

No 15 

Ot 

1 

Dm 

7 

Dm 31 No 11 

Dm 31 

No 26 

No 20 

Eastern Meadowlark 

- 

- 

S 

_ 




_ 

Ot 

9 

- 

S - 




J1 

28 





Ot 

16 


ot 23 


Dm 4 P 
Dm 11 


Meadowlark sp, 


S - 

No 16 


J1 10 P 
Dm 11 
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Scotts McPh. 
Bluff 

Lin- Howard 
coin Hall 

Adams 

Boone 

Polk Lan¬ 
caster 

Saun¬ 

ders 

Doug. 

Sarpy 

Western Meadowlark 

P 

S - 

ot 5 

P 

P 

- 

S - 

Dm 14 

Jl 17 S - 
Ot 1 No 6 

' 

S - 

Dm 27 

Yellow-headed Blackbd. 

J1 24 
Sp 20 

s - 

No 1 

J1 1 
J1 28 

Ot 2 

S - 

Sp 5 

- 

Ot 2 S - 
Ot 2 


S - 

Sp 15 

Rusty Blackbird 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No 14 

Dm 23 No 6 No 16 
Dm 31 

Ot 22 Ot 15 
No 7 

Brewer's Blackbird 

J1 23 


Ot 10 
Dm 17 

- 

No 17 Sp 18 Jl 17 - 

Dm 31 

' 

' 

Great-tailed Grackle 




Au 29 



Jl 4 



Common Grackle 

s - 

ot 16 

s - 

No 1 

J1 1 

S - 

Ot 2 

S - 

No 20 

S - 

Ot 5 

S - S - 

No 13 No 11 

S - S - 
Ot 29 No 30 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

s - 

Ot 15 

- 

Jl 3 
No 15 

S - 

Au 30 

S - 

Au 28 

S - 

Sp 18 

Jl 10 S - 
No 6 No 17 

- 

S - 

Ot 4 

Orchard Oriole 

s - 

J1 23 

S - 

Au 30 

Jl 14 

S - 

Au 25 

S - 

Au 28 

S - 

Sp 18 

Au 14 S - S - 
Au 14 Au 27 

S - 

Jl 28 

Northern Oriole 

s - 

J1 31 

- 

Jl 28 

Sp 15 

S - 

Sp 6 

S - 

Ot 4 

S - 

Sp 18 

Jl 10 S - S - S - 
Sp 4 Au 28 Sp 10 Sp 10 

Rosy Finch 

- 

- 

Dm 6 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

Pine Grosbeak 

- 

- 

Dm 18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

- 

Purple Finch 

- 

- 

Dm 17 

- 

No 20 

Dm 25 

No 11 No 12 
- W Dm 31 

- 

Ot 24 
Dm 30 

House Finch 

p 

- 

P 

- 

Dm 6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Red Crossbill 

- 

' 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- Ot 12 
No 18 

' 


Pine Siskin 

Sp 14 
Dm 31 

Ot 10 

Dm 17 

ot 15 

Dm 8 
Dm 19 

No 13 

No 11 No 1 
No 18 Dm 18 

- 

Ot 9 
Dm 31 

American Goldfinch 

P 

J1 24 
Sp 6 

Jl 24 

p 

P 

P 

Jl 7 P 

- W 

S - 

-*w 

P 

Evening Grosbeak 

Dm 10 

Ot 27 

No 22 

- 

" 

- 

No 11 Ot 28 
No 6 

- 

No 6 
Dm 17 

House Sparrow 

P 

p 

P 

p 

P 

P 

Jl 10 P 
- W 

s - 

No 5 

P 


— Text continued from page 3 

Most noteworthy absentees were Flickers, Red-bellied Woodpeckers, Starlings, Cardinals, 
Goldfinches, Dark-eyed Juncoes, Tree Sparrows, and Song Sparrows, all quite unusual on past 
winter occurrence reports. Four species (marked -*W) were present through December but left 
in January: Great Blue Heron, Mallard, Goldfinch, and Junco. 

Scotts Bluff, Gering, 124 species, Mrs. Alice Kenitz, reporter, Mary Ann Banghart, Lydia 
Bolz, Joyce Brashear, Nora Mae Vance. They know that Long-billed Curlews, Upland 
Sandpipers, and Say’s Phoebes were there, but no one recorded dates for them. The Green- 
backed Heron was seen just south of Mitchell in an area flooded by the North Platte. 

1983 CHRISTMAS COUNT 

Ninety-two species (nine less than last year) were reported on the 1983 Christmas Count, 
and three species (compared to one last year) were reported as present during the count period 
but not recorded on the count day on any count. The same eight localities reported both years. 
Two additional races (a Harlan’s Hawk on the Tri-state count is not shown separately) were 
reported, the same as last year. Thirteen species were reported on all the counts this year, 
compared to sixteen last year. The total individual count this year was 43,652; in 1982 it was 

— Text continued on page 16 
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Great Blue Heron 
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Mourning Dove 
Eastern Screech-Owl 
Great Horned Owl 
Long-eared Owl 
Belted Kingfisher 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
Downy Woodpecker 
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Blue Jay 
Pinyon Jay 
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— Text continued from page 13 

302,646 and in 1981 it was 64,504. DeSoto and Omaha had no Snow Geese this year, compared 
to 194,020 last year, and only one Mallard compared to 57,022, because most of the water areas 
were frozen over. 

The columns are arranged in an approximate west (left) to east (right) order, with the 
northernmost of those of about equal longitude given first. The symbol “H” is used to indicate a 
species present during the count week but not recorded on the count day. Figures which were 
underlined in the report, or indicated as high, are underlined; those that were marked “low” are 
overlined. 

DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge, 31 December, the count circle centered on the Refuge 
headquarters building, west to Blair and east to Missouri Valley, Iowa, including all of the Refuge, 
Wilson Island, Fort Calhoun; elevation 992 to 1375 feet; habitat coverage cultivated fields 40%, 
woodlands and open brush 40%, water 5%, urban and residential 15%; 6 AM to 5 PM; AM clear, 
PM partly cloudy; 8° to 24° F.; wind calm; snow cover 10 to 18 inches, fresh water frozen; wild 
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food crop poor. Sixteen observers, 16 in 6 parties, none at feeders. Total party-hours 46 (10 on 
foot, 36 by car), none at feeders, 2 owling; total party-miles 337 (9 on foot, 328 by car) plus 5 miles 
owling. Tanya Bray, James Conway, Lowell Deede, James Glather, Thomas Hoffman, Jim and 
Sandy Kovanda, Dave Menke (compiler), Neal Ratzlaff, B.J. and Sharon Rose, Ross Silcock, 
Bob and David Starr, Tom Walker, Barbara Wilson. The Peregrine Falcon was seen both in the 
morning and the afternoon, by different observers, and part of the time it was perched and 
studied through a 15-45* scope. The Hermit Thrush had been at a nearby feeder about a week 
earlier. 

Grand Island, 18 December, elevation about 1860 feet; 7:45 AM to 5 PM; clear; -11° F., wind 
north 5 to 10 mph. (wind chill -37° F.). Eleven observers. Total party-hours 15.5 (3 on foot, 12.5 
by car) plus 7 at feeders; total party-miles 279 (5 on foot, 274 by car). Sheridan and RuthAnn 
Anderson, Vera Coons, Dennis Grundman, Tom Labedz, Roxanne Lawery, Gary (compiler) 
and Kari Lingle, Jim Meyer, Brad and Margaret Woodruff. 

Kearney, 27 December, a 15-mile diameter circle centered on the bridge over the Platte 
River south of Kearney, including Kearney Cemetery, Harmon Park, Cottonmill Lake Park, 
Odessa bridge, Fort Kearney State Historical Park, Fawn Lake area, and connecting streets and 
roads. Elevation about 2150 feet; habitat coverage parks and cemetery 40%, river bottomlands 
30%, roadsides 30%; 8 AM to 1 PM and 2 PM to 4 PM; snowing, variable light to heavy, 12° to 14° 
F., wind calm in AM, to 7 mph. in PM; ground covered with about 12 inches of old snow with an 
accumulation of about 3 inches falling during the count; river completely frozen in Kearney area, 
but partially open in the Odessa area. Sixteen observers in one party. Total party-miles 55.5 (1.5 
on foot, 54 by car). John Bliese, Margaret Bliese, George Brown, Marion Brown, Debbie 
Grimes, Alice Heckman (compiler), Jennifer Heckman, Chad Johnson, Beverly Kimball, Gary 
Paine, Jessica Price, Linda Pripe, Robert Price, Jennifer Rumery, DelphineSanka, JoanTarrell. 

Lincoln, 18 December, the count circle centered on South Coddington and A to include 
Pioneers Park, about 8 miles of Wilderness Park, Lagoon Park, Yankee Lake and Conestoga 
Lake areas, eastern half of Pawnee Lake, and Wyuka Cemetery; elevation 1000 to 1300 feet; 
habitat coverage deciduous creek bottoms 40%, rural farmland 25%, coniferous woods 15%, 
residential and cemeteries 10%, lakes 5%, city landfill 5%; 4:15 AM to 6:15 PM; AM and PM clear; - 
-14° to -3° F.; wind NW 5-15 mph.; snow cover 6 inches to 4 feet; fresh water frozen, wild food 
crop poor. Thirty-three observers, 15-21 in 11 parties, 12-18 at feeders. Total party-hours (70.5 
(36.5 on foot, 34 by car), plus 65 hours at feeders, 4.25 owling; total party-miles 384 (36 on foot, 
348 by car), plus 75 owling. George and Irene Alexander, Ann Bleed, Naomi Brill, EdBrotzman, 
Jan and Jim Burch, David Cochrane, Sue Dattola, Clara Edson, Bill Garthwright, Daryl 
(compiler) and Margaret Giblin, Susan Graupner, Everett and Mildred Gross, Ellen Harington, 
Herbert Hull, Ken and Maxine Keller, Ann and Bob Kelley, Tim Knott, Bernice Large, Pete 
Maslowski, Bruce Mellberg, Frank Mills, Bill and Bonnie Mulder, Mabel Ott, Frances Taylor, 
Angela and Don Williams. Mr Giblin commented: This year winter struck very early and with 
unusual severity. We had a major ice storm followed by a heavy blizzard on Thanksgiving 
weekend, further ice storms and snow fell throughout December with no melting, so that 
average snow depth was 20 inches by 18 December. (Snow depth varied from around 6 inches to 
drifts greater than 4 feet, as a result of the blizzard and subsequent ground blizzards.) The heavy 
snow cover, coupled with a poor wild food crop due to the hottest summer since 1954, had 
profound adverse influence on the birds. Further misery started on 17 December, when the 
temperatures went below zero to stay continuously until 26 December — the longest such cold 
spell on record here. That was also to be the coldest week ever recorded in Lincoln, with lows to - 
-30° and highs sometimes lower than -10°. As a result this count was the coldest ever endured 
here, and with the very deep snow in the country the parties with counts in the country had 
particular difficulty. Also, there was a great increase in feeder watchers, and for the first time 
since I have been associated with this count (11 years), there were more species reported from 
the city and backyard feeders than from the country and country parks. Another thing to note is 
that although fresh water was reported as frozen, there are holes maintained in the ice by city 
workers in Pioneers Park which attract waterfowl, and also there are several warm springs along 
Haines Branch, which probably explain the usual presence of the Belted Kingfishers, even for 
such a winter as this. The Carolina Wren, Evening Grosbeak, and Dickcissel were observed at 
feeders, where they had been fairly regular patrons. The absence of a black bib on the Dickcissel 
likely indicates a young male. 
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North Platte, 17 December, the count circle centered on Bicentennial and Philip streets; 
elevation around 2810 feet; 8 AM to 4:30 PM; snowing; 1° to 2° F. Ten observers in 3 parties. The 
count on Red-winged Blackbirds is low — flocks flying were impossible to identify for sure, and 
others were down in the rushes because of cold and snow. 

Omaha, 17 December, count circle centered on Offutt AFB lake, to include Fontenelle 
Forest, Lake Manawa (Iowa) State Park, Plattsmouth Waterfowl Refuge, and portions of the 
Platte and Missouri rivers; elevation 985 to 1200 feet; habitat coverage woodlands 50%, 
cultivated fields 30%, meadows and grassy fields 8%, roadside ditches 5%, rivers and lakes 5%, 
residential, parks, and cemeteries 2%; 5:40 AM to 5 PM; AM partly cloudy, PM mostly cloudy; -9° 
to -3° F.; wind NW 3 to 14 mph.; snow cover 6 to 12 inches; fresh water frozen, wild food crop 
good. Twenty-seven observers, 25-26 in 9 parties, 1-2 at feeders. Total party-hours 79.5 (32 on 
foot, 40.5 by car) plus 7 hours at feeders; total party-miles 463 (32 on foot, 431 by car). Bruce 
Ardinger, Renee Baade, Russell Benedict, Allan Bird, Christi Bohmbach, Tany Bray, Duane 
Bright, James Conway, Jim Ducey, James Glather, Ruth Green, Betty Grennon (compiler), 
Joseph Gubanyi, Thomas Hoffman, Clyde and Emma Johnson, Ray Korpi, Jim and Sandra 
Kovanda, Dave Lundborg, David Menke, Becky and Bill Otto, Babs and Loren Padelford, Neal 
Ratzlaff, Philip Swanson. 

Scottsbluff, 17 December, the count circle centered on the bridge over the North Platte 
River at S. Broadway, to include Scottsbluff and Gering; elevation 3810 to 5030 feet; 7 AM to 4 
PM; AM overcast, PM light snow; 1° to 2° F.; windESE 4-8 mph.; snow cover trace to 1.3 inches; 
fresh water partly open; wild food crop good. Fourteen observers, 10 in 4 parties, 4 at feeders. 
Total party-hours 24 (1 on foot, 23 by car) plus 14 hours at feeders; total party-miles 238 (1 on 
foot, 237 by car). Dorothy Adcock, Mary Allison, Mary Ann Banghart, Audrey and Peter 
Barnhart, Goldie Bigsby, Joyce Brashear, Lydia Bolz, Jamalee Clark, Mary Harvey, Helen 
Hughson, Alice Kenitz (compiler), Rod Smith, Lynn Vacanti. 

Tri-state, 28 December, the count circle centered on Mile 566 on the Missouri River 
(southeast of Nebraska City), to include Nebraska City and the Missouri River bottoms and 
farmlands in Nebraska, Waubonsie State Park and Hamburg in Iowa, and extreme northwest 
Missouri down to the Nishnabotna River. 7:30 AM to 5 PM; AM and PM clear; 5° to 14° F.; wind 
NW 10-30 mph.; snow cover 4 to 10 inches; fresh water partly open; wild food crop good. Six 
observers in 2 parties. Total party-hours 17 (.5 on foot, 16.5 by car); total party-miles 231 (.5 on 
foot, 230.5 by car). Tanya Bray, lone Getscher, Sandy Kovanda, B.J. Rose, Ross Silcock 
(compiler), Barbara Wilson. 

BOOK REVIEW 

Cranes of the World, Paul A. Johnsgard, 258 pp., 8 V 2 x 11, Indiana University Press, 
Bloomington, Indiana, bibliography, indexed, hardbound, $37.50. 

The Sandhill Crane, the Whooping Crane, and the Eurasian (Common) Crane, in that 
order, receive the most attention in the species accounts in this book, reflecting the relative 
amounts of information available in the literature. Luckily, those are the three cranes which have 
been recorded in Nebraska (and North America), and so are of most interest to us. The book 
discusses cranes in general under the following headings: Classification and Evolution, 
Individualistic and Social Behavior, Vocalizations, Ecology and Population Dynamics, 
Comparative Reproductive Biology, Aviculture and Hybridization, Endangered Species and 
Conservation, Cranes in Myth and Legend, Origins of Scientific and Vernacular Names of 
Cranes, and Key to the Species andSubspecies of Cranes of the World. For each of the fourteen 
species of cranes — Crowned, Blue, Demoiselle, Wattled, Siberian, Australian, Sarus, White- 
naped, Sandhill, Whooping, Japanese, Hooded, Black-necked, and Eurasian — there is an 
individual account. This includes a full-page drawing, a full-page range map, common English 
and scientific name, other vernacular names, range, subspecies or semispecies, measurements, 
weights, description, identification, and discussions under the headings of Distribution and 
Habitat, Foods and Foraging Behavior, Migrations and Movements, General Biology (not given 
for the, Hooded Crane), Breeding Biology; Recruitment Rates, Population Status, and 
Conservation; and Evolutionary Relationships. In addition there are sixteen pages of color 
photographs, sixteen pages of black-and-white photographs, and some drawings in available 
spaces. These latter drawings, those of the individual species, and probably those illustrating 
points in the text, presumably are by the author (anyone else would have expected credits). The 
book has the best current answers to practically any questions on cranes, and it should not be 
difficult reading even for the less scientifically minded reader. When you go out to watch the 
Sandhills use the behavior account and diagrams to try to read their minds. _ Editor 
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RECORD COUNT FOR WHOOPING CRANES 
ON THE PLATTE RIVER 

Since 1942, there have been eight confirmed Whooping Crane (Grus americana ) sightings 
on the Platte River (Whooping Crane Recovery Team. 1983. List of confirmed whooping crane 
migration sightings of the Wood Buffalo — Arkansas population. U.S. Fish and Wildl. Serv., 
Washington, D.C. 18 pp ). The largest number of birds on the Platte was five although seven 
were seen flying along the Platte near Kearney in April 1980. On 27 October 1983, five adult 
Whooping Cranes were reported feeding in an idle cornfield 3.5 mi. NE of Denman in Hall 
County and later, these 5 individuals were observed landing in the Platte to roost for the night. 
Personnel from the Platte River Whooping Crane Trust and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
arranged to confirm this report the following morning. 

At 0720 CDT on 28 October 1983 the presence of five Whooping Cranes roosting on the 
Platte River was confirmed. They departed from the roost at 0754 and eventually landed in a 
grazed corn stubble field 1.5 mi SE of the roost at 0804 where they were observed probing the 
soil. At 0903 these five individuals were joined by a family group of three, making a total of eight 
Whooping Cranes. The group remained in the field until 0959, then they departed SE and were 
last seen flying south at 1010. They presumably continued their southeast migration. 

I observed another adult Whooping Crane migrating with about 150 Sandhill Cranes (Grus 
canadensis/at 1109 about 8 mi SE of Norman. The group of eight WhoopingCranes represents 
the largest group confirmed in the Platte Valley at least since 1942. The roost site was located in 
an area that was mechanically cleared of woody vegetation over the past 20 years, leaving no 
doubt that Whooping Crane roost sites can be restored and maintained as long as adequate 
water remains flowing in the Platte. For a detailed description of the roost site see Lingle, G.R., 
P.J. Currier, and K.L. Lingle. in press. Physical characteristics of a whooping crane roost site on 
the Platte River, Nebraska. Submitted to The Prairie Naturalist. 

— Gary R. Lingle, The Platte River Whooping Crane Trust, 
2550 N. Diers Avenue, Suite H, Grand Island, Nebraska 6 8801 

In addition to the above three incidents involving nine Cranes, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Pierre, S.D., reported the following confirmed sightings: 7-11 October, 2 in Custer Co., 
7 mi. south and 8 mi. west of Callaway; 27 October to 8 November, 3 in Nuckolls Co., 6.5 mi. 
west and 1.5 mi. north of Superior; 27 October, 1 in Howard Co., 2 mi. east of St. Paul, on the 
South Loup; 2 in Harlan Co., 2.5 mi. south and 1.25 mi. east of Stamford; and21-22 November, 3 
in Harlan Co. 4 mi. south and 1.5 mi. east of Alma, on the Harlan Co. Reservoir. There was also a 
probable sighting 6 November in Blaine Co., .75 east of Brewster. Other birds, either singly or 
with others, could be traced over Nebraska by radio tagging or color marking: 11-12 October in 
Corson Co., S.D. and 12-13 October on Wilson Reservoir, Russell Co., Kansas; 8-9 November 
Stanley Co., S.D. and 9-10 November west of Emd, Oklahoma 50 to 75 miles (exact site 
unknown); 26-27 October, Stanley Co., S.D. and 28-29 October, Ford Co., Kansas (location 27- 
28 October not reported). 



Article redacted at the author’s request (March 2014). 
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NOTES 

CORRECTION TO NBR 51:86 (CHUCK-WILL’S-WIDOW’S NEST) The upper picture in 
“A New Nesting Species for Nebraska” is inverted, and the picture captions were omitted. The 
upper picture shows the “nest”, with a hatchling in front and to the right of the egg; the lower 
picture shows the adult. 

AND TO NBR 51:96 (HOUSE FINCH NEST). The first date should be 24 April, not 24 May. 

CUMING COUNTY. The following records are from Cuming Township, southeast of 
West Point. On 1 October 1983 I saw a flock of migrating White Pelicans fly over. This was the 
first sighting of these birds for this area, at least by me. I also saw an immature Cooper’s Hawk, 
22 Long-billed Dowitchers on a temporary farm pond, and a Philadelphia Vireo in the thick 
growth of vegetation along a small stream. On 24 November I saw small group of Lapland 
Longspurs, about 20 birds, feeding in the stubble of a corn field. 

— Larry L. Einemann, 3010 Sewell Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68502 

SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA. On 6 May 1983 we saw a Great Egret in northern Thayer Co., 
9 May a Barred Owl in the Fairbury City Park, 10 May a bright male Prothonotary Warbler near 
Fairbury, and 12 May two Pine Warblers at Indian Cave State Park and one at Homestead 
National Monument. 

— Glen and Wanda Hose, 3325 Delphi Road SW, Olympia, Washington 98502 

ROSS’ GEESE. Dave Menke reported seeing four Ross’ Geese on the edge of a flock of 
Snow Geese on DeSoto NWR in early November 1983. 

— Ruth C. Green, 506 W. 31st Avenue, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005 

EAGLES AS PREDATORS. On 12 November 19831 observed an unforgettable sight from 
the visitors’ center at DeSoto NWR. It was a cold, gray, misty day and birding had not been too 
productive. A few flocks of Snow and Blue Geese were flying in the distance, but only one lone 
Blue Goose was on the water about 100 yards out. Suddenly an immature Bald Eagle flew in and 
circled above the goose. It took numerous dives at the goose, who in turn would duck beneath 
the water. After many futile attempts the eagle finally grasped the goose in its talons, but 
seemingly could not carry it off. This behavior repeated itself many times until the eagle landed 
on the goose, who was still very much alive, and held it under water. This drowning method 
seemed to work, for after about 45 minutes the goose floated lifeless in the water. Then the eagle 
flew to a nearby piling and waited for the current to carry it toward the piling. As the goose drifted 
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closer, the eagle landed on it and flapped its wings in a manner to propel both across the water, 
eventually maneuvering it on the piling. It began to pluck the larger primary feathers and to fling 
them in various directions before plucking the smaller feathers. Another eagle arrived and 
watched intently from a nearby piling, hoping I am sure for some leftovers. This whole hour-long 
event was viewed through a 40-power spotting scope, and luckily a life-long friend and fellow- 
birder, Paul Thomas, witnessed this dramatic presentation with me. 

— Duane Bright, 1304 Potter Road, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005 

On 8 December 1983 Roger Bourland noticed a Mallard frozen in the ice on Ginger Cove 
Lake (Douglas Co.). A Bald Eagle landed beside it and began plucking its feathers. When he 
stepped outside to take a picture the Eagle flew, but returned to finish the plucking. The duck 
died in about 5 minutes, whether from fright, weather, or injury, he could not tell. Shortly 
afterwards the Eagle returned with its mate and they ate from the duck. 

— Alice Rushton, 5617 Parker, Omaha, Nebraska 68104 
EAGLE COUNT. On the 7 January 1984 Eagle Count, from Kearney to Lexington, we 
counted 74 Bald Eagles. This is a high count, compared to past years. However, the count at 
Harlan Reservoir, at Alma, was very low, a total of only 17 birds. 

Also we saw 12 Great Blue Herons along the Platte, 10 of them near the Canady steam 
plant, where the water remains open. We have seen 2 Herons on several trips along a sand pit 
south of the Kearney Bridge, where there is always open water. 

— George IV. Brown, 2018 12th Avenue, Kearney, Nebraska 68847 
RAPTOR MIGRATION. For the past several years, birders in the Omaha area have been 
holding informal hawk watches along the loess hills bordering the Missouri River. This fall (1983) 
we had our best results, seeing 13 species between 4 September and 16 October 1983, most of 
them from Fontenelle Forest: Turkey Vulture, number unknown; Osprey 1, Mississippi Kite 1, 
Northern Harrier 10, Sharp-shinned Hawk 30, Cooper’s Hawk 7, Red-shouldered Hawk 1, 
Broad-winged Hawk 407, Swainson’s Hawk 2, Red-tailed Hawk 311, Buteo sp. 80, American 
Kestrel 12, Merlin 1, Prairie Falcon 1. 

— Tanya Bray, 9708 Grover, Omaha, Nebraska 68124 

(On 2 October Bill and Becky Otto saw at least 250 Swainson’s Hawks at Cunningham 
Lake, Douglas County, which is not along the Missouri.) 

GYRFALCON. On 4 November 1983 B.J. Rose saw a Gyrfalcon west of Schuyler. On 7 
January 1984 Tanya Bray saw one near Two Rivers State Park, Babs and Loren Padelford saw 
one 8 January near Mead, and 9 January B.J. Rose saw one near Greenwood. One was seen 
near Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster Co., from 3 to 9 January 1984 by (on different days) Russell 
Benedict and Ray Korpi, Father Thomas Hoffman, and Joe Gubangyi. 

— Ruth C. Green, 506 IV. 31st Avenue, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005 
YORK CO. This is the winter of the Greater Prairie-Chicken around here. I guess the 
severe weather brought them down this way. In mid-December (1983) I saw two right by the 
road, and I have seen a few on many occasions since. On 7 January 19841 saw at least 100 in one 
flock just 3 miles from here on the York-Polk county line. It was the largest flock of Greater 
Prairie-Chickens I have ever seen. The next day our son Jim saw them again in the same place. 
On 9 January Norris Alfred and I saw a flock of 15.1 saw aPrairie Falcon20December, the first I 
had seen since November, but I haven’t seen any lately (10 January). We don’t have the large 
numbers of Robins and Cedar Waxwings in the Platte valley that we usually do in the winter. We 
do have more Purple Finches than usual, though. 

— Lee Morris, R.R. 1, Box 14, Benedict, Nebraska 68316 
RED-NECKED PHALAROPE. On 13 October 1983 Mike Erikson and I saw a Red-necked 
Phalarope in Cedar Co., 1 mi. west and 2.5 mi. north of the junction of highways 20 and 116, on a 
small farm pond. We noticed that the black on the head came only partway down the forehead, 
and the streaks on the back when it flew. 

— Allen George, R.R. 1, Box 50, Dixon, Nebraska 68732 
CLARK’S NUTCRACKER. A Clark’s Nutcracker was sighted in Kearney in the third week 
of November, 1983. 

— George IV. Brown, 2018 12th Avenue, Kearney, Nebraska 68847 
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CHUCK-WILL’S-WIDOW. About 9:45 PM 19 June 1983 we first heard Chuck-will’s- 
widows calling from our front and back yards. We are in a wooded area of Buffalo Co., 9 mi. 
southeast of Kearney, on the south bank of the Platte River. The Blieses listened to the calls over 
the telephone and made the identification, and several days later we got a good recording of the 
calls. The calls were heard on 19, 20, 21, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, and 29 June. 

— Bev Kimball, Rt. 4, Fawn Woods Lake, Kearney, Nebraska 68847 

WHIP-POOR-WILLS. On 3 September 1983 Evelyn Conrad and I went to Platte River State 
Park, Cass Co., and heard scores of Whip-poor-wills singing as if it were their last song of 
summer. I had heard Chuck-will’s-widows there 8 August, but not the Whip-poor-wills, so I am 
assuming they were migrants. 

— Ruth C. Green, 506 W. 31st Avenue, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005 
BOHEMIAN WAXWING. A fellow birder in town had a Bohemian Waxwing come to his 
feeder in the first week of 1984. It stayed just a short time. 

— Alice G. Newbold, 225 No. Hull, Minden, Nebraska 68959 
BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER. On 3 June, 1983 I saw a Black-throated Blue 
Warbler near the roadside, in the low foilage of a Chinese elm tree. 

— Galen Wittrock, R.R. 2, Lodgepole, Nebraska 69149 
PAINTED BUNTING. On 12 November 1983 a male Painted Bunting showed up at the 
feeder of Ruth E. Harrington, Grand Island, and was there 13 and 14 November. She described 
the bird as having a bright blue head, coral red underparts and rump, and a green back, which is 
essentially the same description given by others who saw the bird. The feeder is about 12 feet 
from the window, the weather was clear, and observations were made both with and without 
binoculars. The bird flitted around the feeder so that it was seen from all angles. Other observers 
included her son, John, her daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Gene Fitzpatrick, and Harry 
A. Rinder. On the last day Mrs. Harrington saw what she took to be a female. 






University of Nebraska - Lincoln 

Digital Commons^ University of Nebraska - Lincoln 


Nebraska Bird Review 


Nebraska Ornithologists' Union 


6-1984 

Nebraska Bird Review (June 1984) 52(2), WHOLE 
ISSUE 


Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nebbirdrev 

£0 Part of the Ornithology Commons, Poultry or Avian Science Commons, and the Zoology 
Commons 


"Nebraska Bird Review (June 1984) 52(2/ WHOLE ISSUE" (1984). Nebraska Bird Review. 1194. 
http: // digitalcommons.unl.edu/nebbirdrev/1194 


This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union at DigitalCommons(o)University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in Nebraska Bird Review by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons(a)University of Nebraska - Lincoln. 








The Nebraska Bird Review (June 1984) 52(2) WHOLE ISSUE with an article redacted. 
Copyright 1984 Nebraska Ornithologists' Union. Used by permission. 









26 


Nebraska Bird Review 


BIRDS OF LAKE MCCONAUGHY AND THE 
NORTH PLATTE RIVER VALLEY, 
OSHKOSH TO KEYSTONE 

Introduction 

Cedar Point Biological Station was established in 1975 at a site approximately one mile 
below Kingsley Dam in Keith County, Nebraska. Since that time summer ornithology classes 
have been periodically offered beginning in 1977 when it was taught by Dr. Stephen Fretwell. A 
variety of ornithologists have kept records of the summer birds of the area. Beginning in 1970, 
when he first visited the area, the senior author has accumulated a large amount of data covering 
all seasons of the year, which form the primary basis for the seasonal information in this paper. In 
addition, much information was contributed by C. Fred Zeillemaker from late 1977 to early 1982, 
when he was Manager at nearby Crescent Lake National Wildlife Refuge. Other contributors 
include: Charles Brown, Craig Faanes, Don Mahoney, Dorothy and Mark Rosche, and Melly 
Zeillemaker. 

Because of the unusual diversity of terrestrial and aquatic habitats within the rather 
circumscribed area of Lake McConaughy and adjoining localities, it is of special interest to 
ornithologists. Furthermore, the area is essentially in the middle of the east-west faunal 
transition zone in the Great Plains, so that a number of closely related species-pairs (buntings, 
grosbeaks, tanagers, orioles, et al.) are represented. Finally the annual concentration of 
biologists at Cedar Point makes it desirable that a comprehensive bird list for the area be 
prepared. The following is largely limited to the North Platte River Valley from Oshkosh east to 
the vicinity of Keystone as indicated in Figure 1. Major birding areas include the Oshkosh 
sewage lagoons, the Lewellen area. Ash Hollow State Historical Park, Clear Creek State Game 
Management Area, Lake McConaughy, Lake Ogallala, Keystone Lake, and Cedar Point 
Biological Station. Except where otherwise indicated, the observations are those of the authors. 
List of Species 

Common Loon ( Gavia immer). Primarily a spring and autum transient, 12 April to 15 June and 
15 October to 28 November. There are many summer records of non-breeding individuals, 
including immature-plumaged birds in August 1978 and 1980 on Keystone Lake. 
Pied-billed Grebe ( Podilymbus podiceps). Primarily a spring and autumn transient and winter 
visitant, 10 September to 6 May. Also reported as a common breeder on Keystone Lake in 
1977 (Fretwell), but absent ever since water levels were lowered in 1982. 

Horned Grebe(Podiceps auritus). Spring and autumn transient. 28 February to 14 May and 15 
October to 6 November. 

Eared Grebe (Podiceps nigricolh's). Spring and autumn transient, 12 April to 3 June and 15 
September to 16 October. Reported as a rare breeder on Keystone Lake in 1977 (Fretwell). 
Western Grebe ( Aechmophorus occidental^). Primarily a spring and autumn transient, 12 April 
to 15 June and 4 August to 6 November. Some non-breeding individuals have been 
observed during summer, and there are a few winter records as well. 

American White Pelican (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos). Spring and autumn transient and a non¬ 
breeding summer visitant, 24 March to 17 October. 

Double-crested Cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus ). Primarily a spring and autumn transient, 

28 March to 3 June and 2 September to 6 November. Formerly nested, but probably does 
not do so at the present time. Summering non-breeders were observed in July and August 
1977 (Fretwell). 

American Bittern (Botaurus lentiginosus). A probable spring and autumn transient and summer 
resident but there are only two records at present: 26 May, 1983 at Ash Hollow and 11 
September, 1977 in the Clear Creek marshes. 

Least Bittern (Ixobrychus exifis). One record: 26 May, 1983 at Ash Hollow. 

Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias). Permanent resident, nesting locally. Two colonies of 22 and 

29 nests were near Keystone in 1983, with recently hatched eggs observed 24-25 May. It also 
nests near Lewellen. Present every winter but most individuals tend to leave during severe 
weather. 

Great Egret (Casmerodius albus). One record: 16 September, 1983 in the Clear Creek marshes. 
Snowy Egret (Eqretta thuh). One record: 6 November, 1976 at Martin Bay, Lake McConaughy. 
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Green-backed Heron ( Butorides striotu s). Primarily a spring transient and a late summer 
visitant, 6 May (Zeillemaker) to 4 June and 4 August to 25 August {Zeillemaker). Probably 
breeds locally. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron ( Nycticorax nycticorax). Four spring records, 12 April to 14 May. 
Also called rare at Keystone Lake. 18 July to 19 August, 1977 (Fretwell). 

Greater White-fronted Goose ( Anser alb ; frons). One record: 6 January, 1978 in the Clear Creek 
marshes (Zeillemaker). 

Snow Goose ( Chen caerulescens). Primarily a spring transient, 10 March to 23 April, Two 
winter records: 6 January, 1978 in the Clear Creek marshes (Zeillemaker) and 6 January, 
1983 near Oshkosh. 

Ross’ Goose (Chen rossii ). Two records: 21 March, 1979 in the Clear Creek marshes (Faanes) 
and 23 April, 1977 at the west end of Lake McConaughy. 

Canada Goose ( Branta canadensis). Primarily a spring and autumn transient and winter 
visitant, 4 August to 25 May. It was reported as uncommon at the west end of Lake 
McConaughy during July 1977 (Fretwell). 

Wood Duck ( Aix sponsa). Local summer resident, 29 March to 17 October. A brood was 
observed below the Keystone Lake diversion dam on 15 August, 1980. 

Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca). Primarily a spring and autumn transient and winter visitant, 
20 August to 4 June. 

Mallard (Anas plater honchos). Permanent resident, nesting commonly throughout the area. 

Northern Pintail (Anas acuta). Primarily a spring and autumn transient and winter visitant, 20 
August to 4 June. May possibly have bred in 1978 near Cedar Point Biological Station. 

Blue-winged Teal (Anas discors). Spring and autumn transient and summer resident, 15 March 
to 3 October. 

Cinnamon Teal (Anas cyanoptera). Spring transient, 28 March to 4 June. Possibly an autumn 
transient but there are no definite records, because of confusion with the preceding species. 

Nothern Shoveler (Anas clypeata). Spring and autumn transient, 8 March (Zeillemaker) to 20 
June and 15 September to 18 December. 

Gadwall (Anas strepera). Primarily a spring and autumn transient and winter visitant, 3 October 
to 16 May. It was observed during summer 1977 on Keystone Lake (Fretwell). 

American Wigeon (Anas americana). Spring and autumn transient and winter visitant, 8 
October (Zeillemaker) to 15 June. 

Canvasback (Aythya valisineria). Primarily a spring and autumn transient, occasionally 
wintering and summering (as non-breeders). There are records for all months except July 
and September. 

Redhead (Aythya americana). Primarily a spring and autumn transient, 28 February to 20 June 
and 15 September to 8 January. It was observed during summer 1977 on Keystone Lake 
(Fretwell). 

Ring-necked Duck (Aythya collaris). Spring and autumn transient and winter visitant, 3 October 
to 14 April. 

Greater Scaup (Aythya mania). Winter visitant on Keystone Lake and the diversion canal, 30 
December (Zeillemaker) to 24 March. 

Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis). Primarily a spring and autumn transient and winter visitant, 6 
November to 20 June. Single males have been observed during summer on Keystone Lake. 

Oldsquaw (Clangula hyematis). Spring and autumn transient with six records, 24 March to 15 
April and 7 December to 18 December. All records, except one, were at Kingsley Dam 
Spillway. 

Black Scoter (Melanitta nigra). One record: 6-7 November, 1978 on Lake Ogallala. 

Surf Scoter ( Melanitta perspicillata). Two records: 6 November, 1976 and 28 November, 1974, 
both on Lake Ogallala. 

Common Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula). Spring and autumn transient and winter visitant, 6 
November to 3 June. There are also several summer records of non-breeders on Keystone 
Lake and Lake McConaughy. 

Bufflehead (Bucephala albeola). Spring and autumn transient and winter visitant, 15 October to 
25 May. 

Hooded Merganser (Lophodytes cucullatus). Spring and autumn transient and winter visitant, 6 
November to 24 April. One summer record: 20 June, 1984 at Oshkosh. 



Nebraska Bird Review 


29 


Common Merganser (Mergus merganser). Primarily a spring and autumn transient and winter 
visitant, 4 August to 3 June. Occasional during summer, but not known to nest. There is a 
mid-summer movement of molting birds into the area, thus it might be considered a 
permanent resident. 

Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator). Spring and autumn transient and winter visitant, 6 
November to 16 May. 

Ruddy Duck (Oxyura jamaicensis ). Spring and autumn transient and summer visitant, 24 
March to 25 November. Present on Lake Ogallala or Keystone Lake most summers, and 
Fretwell thought it bred on the latter during summer 1977. 

Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura). Spring and autumn transient and probable summer resident, 
12 April to 3 October. 

Osprey ( Pandion haliaetus). Spring and autumn transient, 18 May to 5 June and 10 September 
to 16 October. 

Bald Eagle ( Haliaeetus leucocephalus). Spring and autumn transient and winter visitant, 17 
October to 14 April. 

Northern Harrier (Circus cyaneus). Primarily a spring and autumn transient and a winter 
visitant, 10 September to 16 May. Reported as uncommon at Keystone Lake during 
summer 1977 (Fretwell), and a nest was found in Ackley Valley during summer 1983. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk ( Accipiter striatus). Spring and autumn transient and winter visitant, 11 
September to 14 April. 

Cooper’s Hawk ( Accipiter cooperii). Primarily a spring and autumn transient, 23 April to 6 May 
(Zeillemaker) and 8 October (Zeillemaker) to 26 November (Zeillemaker). One winter 
record: 7 January, 1982 at Oshkosh. 

Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis). Two records: 7 January, 1983 at Cedar Vue, Lake 
McConaughy, and 10 May, 1984 near Keystone (Brown). 

Broad-winged Hawk ( Buteo platypterus). One record: 7 May, 1978 at Oshkosh. 

Swainson's Hawk (Buteo swainsoni). Spring and autumn transient and summer resident, 18 
April to 16 September. An active nest was observed near Keystone on 25 May, 1983. 

Red-tailed Hawk ( Buteo jamaicensis). Permanent resident, nesting throughout. 

Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis). Primarily a spring and autumn transient, 10 March to 15 April 
and 2 October to 7 January. One summer record: 27 July, 1981 near Cedar Point Biological 
Station, 

Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lagopus). Winter visitant, 14 October to 24 March. 

Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos). Currently probably only a winter visitant, 3 October to 3 
June. A nest, apparently active as recently as 1980, was observed near the west end of Lake 
McConaughy. 

American Kestrel (Falco sparuerius). Permanent resident, nesting throughout. 

Merlin (Faico columbarius). Probably a spring and autumn transient and winter visitant, 23 
October (Zeillemaker) to 11 March. 

Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus). One definite record: 28 November, 1974 at Eagle Canyon. 
Also reported at Cedar Point Biological Station in May 1978 (Mahoney). 

Prairie Falcon (Falco mexicanus). Primarily a spring and autumn transient and winter visitant, 8 
October (Zeillemaker) to 10 May. Summer records include 28 May, 1983 at Cedar Point 
Biological Station: 16 June, 1979 (Faanes), and summer 1977 at Keystone Lake (Fretwell). 

Ring-necked Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus). Introduced permanent resident, nesting 
throughout. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken (Tympanuchus cupido). Permanent resident. Rather widespread all 
along the north shore of Lake McConaughy during June 1979 (Faanes). A dancing ground 
is active near the north end of Kingsley Dam. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse (Tympanuchus phasianellus). Permanent resident, nesting in grassland 
habitats. 

Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo ). Reintroduced permanent resident. Broods were first 
observed in 1977 at Cedar Point Biological Station, and birds were initially seen the same 
year at Ash Hollow. The species has increased since that time throughout the Platte River 
valley. 

Northern Bobwhite (Co/inus u/rginianus). Permanent resident, nesting locally. Numbers 
fluctuate markedly from year to year. 
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King Rail ( Railus elegons ). Two records: 23 April, 1977 and 6 June, 1979 (Faanes) in the Clear 
Creek marshes. 

Virginia Rail (Railus limicola). Summer resident, 23 April to 17 October. Until 1982 territorial 
calling was frequent at Keystone Lake. One winter record: 6 January, 1984 at Lewellen. 

Sora ( Porzana Carolina). Summer resident, 23 April to 3 October. Until 1982 territorial calling 
was frequent at Keystone Lake. 

American Coot ( Fulica americana). Permanent resident, nesting locally. 

Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis). Spring and autumn transient, 16 February (Zeillemaker) to 
25 April (Zeillemaker) and 14 October to 6 November. 

Black-bellied Plover (Pluuialis squatarola). Spring and autumn transient, 16 May to 25 May and 
11 September to 7 November. 

Snowy Plover ( Charadrius alexandrinus). Hypothetical. One record: 7 August, 1977 at Lake 
McConaughy (Fretwell). 

Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus ). Spring and autumn transient, 14 April to 20 
May and 3 August to 3 October. 

Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus). Summer resident, 15 April to 19 August, primarily along 
the northeastern shores of Lake McConaughy. A nest containing eggs was found on 12 
June, 1979 at Arthur Bay, and two nests at Martin Bay and Keystone Lake in May, 1984. 

Killdeer ( Charadrius vociferus). Permanent resident, nesting throughout. 

American Avocet ( Recurvirostra americana). Spring and autumn transient, 12 April to 25 May 
and 3 August to 14 October, 

Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa metanoteuca). Spring and autumn transient, 29 March to 7 May and 
3 August to 8 October (Zeillemaker). 

Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes). Spring and autumn transient, 12 April (Zeillemaker) to 16 
May and 26 July to 3 October. 

Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria). Spring and autumn transient, 25 April (Zeillemaker) to 20 
May and 21 August to 16 September. 

Willet (Catoptrophorus semipalmatus). Spring transient, 17 April to 15 May. One autumn 
record: 4 August, 1979 at the west end of Lake McConaughy. 

Spotted Sandpiper ( Actitis macularia). Spring and autumn transient and summer resident, 5 
May to 3 October. 

Upland Sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda). Spring and autumn transient and summer resident, 
3 May (Zeillemaker) to 9 August. Nesting occurs in native meadow grasslands. 

Long-billed Curlew (Numenius amer/canus). Spring and autumn transient and local summer 
resident, 28 March to 3 August. Nesting occurs in native grasslands with eggs hatching in 
late May or early June. 

Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa haemastica ). One record: 24 April, 1977 near Kingsley Dam. 

Marbled Godwit (Limosa fedoa). Autumn transient, 3 August to 3 October. 

Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres ). One record: 16 May, 1983 at Keystone Lake. 

Sanderling (Calidris alba). Spring and autumn transient, 6 May to 3 June and 3 August to 7 
November, 

Semipalmated Sandpiper (Calidris pusilla). Spring and autumn transient, 16 May to 20 May and 
3 August to 22 August. 

Western Sandpiper (Ca/idris mauri). Autumn transient, 3 August to 11 September. 

Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla ). Spring and autumn transient, 14 April to 7 May and 26 July 
to 6 November. 

White-rumped Sandpiper (Calidris fuscicollis). Spring transient, 6 May to 25 May. 

Baird’s Sandpiper (Calidris bairdii). Spring and autumn transient, 24 March to 24 May and 3 
August to 6 November. 

Pectoral Sandpiper (Calidris melanotos). Spring and autumn transient, 28 May to 30 May and 3 
August to 15 October. 

Stilt Sandpiper (Calidris himantopus). Spring and autumn transient, 6 May to 25 May and 3 
August to 3 October. 

Long-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus scolopaceus). Spring and autumn transient, 28 March to 
25 May and 3 August to 14 October. 

Common Snipe (Gallinago gallinago). Spring and autumn transient and local summer resident, 
24 March to 28 November. One winter record: 17 February, 1979 (Zeillemaker). Probably 
breeds regularly in the Clear Creek marshes, but a nest or young have yet to be observed. 
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Wilson’s Phalarope (Phaiaropus tricolor). Spring and autumn transient, 20 April to 25 May and 
19 August to 20 August. It was “abundant” on Lake McConaughy during late summer 1977 
(Fretwell) and 1978. 

Red-necked Phalarope (Phaiaropus lobatus). Apparently a rare transient, having been reported 
during May 1978 at Cedar Point Biological Station (Mahoney) and in late summer 1977 on 
Lake McConaughy (Fretwell). Not otherwise reported in the area. 

Franklin’s Gull (Larus pipixcan). Spring and autumn transient and summer visitant, 24 March to 
7 November. 

Bonaparte’s Gull ( Larus Philadelphia ). Spring and autumn transient, 18 April to 16 May and 15 
October to 29 November. 

Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis). Permanent resident. Does not breed. 

Herring Gull (Larus argentatus). Spring and autumn transient and winter visitant, lOSeptember 
to 3 June. 

Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus). Winter visitant, two records: 24 January, 1980 and 24 
March, 1978 at the west end of Lake McConaughy. 

Caspian Tern (Sterna caspia). Spring transient, 17 May to 20 May, 1983 at Keystone Lake and 
on the North Platte River below the diversion dam. 

Forster’s Tern (Sterna forsteri). Spring and autumn transient and summer visitant, 18 April to3 
October. 

Least Tern (Sterna antillarum). Hypothetical. Reported during summer 1977 on Lake 
McConaughy (Fretwell). 

Black Tern (Chilidonias niger). Summer resident, 6 May to 10 September, probably breeding 
locally. 

Rock Dove (Columba liuia). Permanent resident, nesting throughout around human habitations 
and occasionally on cliff ledges. 

Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura). Spring and autumn transient and summer resident, 28 
March to 17 October. One winter record: 7 January, 1982 near Oshkosh. 

Black-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus erythropthalmus). Summer resident, 22 June (Brown) to 25 
August (Zeillemaker), breeding locally. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus). Summer resident, 14 May to 21 August, 
breeding throughout. 

Common Barn-Owl (Tyto alba). Summer resident, 7 April to 7 September. Nests occur in 
roadside cuts and exposed rock outcrops having deep recesses. Newly hatched young 
were found in a nest in late May 1983 at Cedar Point Biological Station. 

Eastern Screech-Owl (Otus asio). Permanent resident. 

Great Horned Owl (Bubo uirginianus). Permanent resident, nesting throughout. Nests have 
been found in canyon areas near Cedar Point Biological Station and in old hawk and heron 
nests in the North Platte River floodplain nearly every year; newly fledged young have been 
observed from late April to late May. 

Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia). Summer resident, 24 April to 21 August. Nests locally in 
the abandoned holes of various mammals. 

Long-eared Owl (Asio otus). One record: 23 February, 1980 at Cedar Vue Recreation Area, 
Lake McConaughy. 

Common Nighthawk ( Chordeiles minor). Summer resident, 25 May to 11 September. A nest 
with incubated eggs was found near Keystone in early August 1981. 

Common Poorwill (Phalaenoptilus nuttallii). Spring and autumn transient, 23 April to 25 May 
and 15 September to 17 October. 

Chimney Swift (Chaetura pelagica). Summer resident, 3 May (Zeillemaker) to 11 September. 

Belted Kingfisher (Cetyle alcyon). Permanent resident. 

Redheaded Woodpecker (Melanerpes erythrocephalus). Summer resident, 3 May 
(Zeillemaker) to 14 October, nesting throughout. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker (Melanerpes carolinus). Two records: 24 April, 1977 and 15 October, 
1978 at Lake Ogallala. 

Downy Woodpecker (Picoides pubescens). Permanent resident, nesting throughout. 

Hairy Woodpecker (Picoides uillosus). Permanent resident, nesting throughout. 

Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus). Permanent resident, nesting throughout. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher (Confopus borealis). One record: 12 August, 1977 near Cedar Point 
Biological Station (Fretwell). 
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Western Wood-Pewee (Contopus sordidulus). Two records: 5 June, 1979 near Lewelien 
(Faanes); and 9 August, 1978 at Cedar Point Biological Station where one was mist-netted. 

Willow Flycatcher ( Empidonax traillii). Two records: 5 June, 1979 in the Clear Creek marshes 
where four singing males were heard; and 27 July, 1978 at Cedar Point Biological Station 
where a juvenile was mist-netted. 

Least Flycatcher (Empidonax minimus). One record: 20 May, 1983 below the Keystone Lake 
diversion dam where a singing male was heard. 

Eastern Phoebe (Sayornis phoebe). Summer resident, 28 March to 21 August. 

Say’s Phoebe (Sayornis saya). Spring transient, 12 April to 23 May. 

Great Crested Flycatcher ( Myiarchus crinitus). Summer resident, 15 May to 11 September. 

Western Kingbird ( Tyrannus verticalis). Summer resident, 25 April (Zeillemaker) to September, 
nesting throughout. 

Eastern Kingbird (Tyrannus fyrannus). Summer resident, 6 May to 16 September, nesting 
throughout. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher (Tyrannus forficatus). One record: 11-12 June, 1979 at Cedar Point 
Biological Station where it was photographed. 

Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris). Permanent resident, nesting throughout. 

Purple Martin (Progne subis). Summer resident, 12 April (Zeillemaker) to 4 August. Nests 
westward to Lewelien, the westernmost regular nesting site in Nebraska. 

Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor ). Spring transient, 29 March to 17 May. Also reported as 
uncommon at Keystone Lake in July and August 1977 (Fretwell). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx serripennis). Summer resident, 12 April to 20 
August, nesting locally in road cuts and cliff crevices. 

Bank Swallow (Riparia riparia). Summer resident, 19 April to 15 September. 

Cliff Swallow (Hiruncfo pyrrhonota). Summer resident, 20 April to 25 August. Nests locally, with 
eggs present as early as 15 May. 

Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica). Summer resident, 12 April to 15 October, nesting throughout. 

Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata). Permanent resident. 

Pinyon Jay (Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus ). One record: 6 November, 1976 near Oshkosh. 

Black-billed Magpie (Pica pica). Permanent resident, nesting throughout. 

American Crow (Coruus brachyrhynchos). Permanent resident, nesting throughout. 

Black-capped Chickadee (Parus atricapillus). Permanent resident, probably nesting 
throughout. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta canadensis). A probable spring and autumn transient and winter 
visitant with three records: 2 September, 1979; 7 November, 1976; and 24 March, 1978. 

White-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta carolinensis). A probable spring and autumn transient and 
winter visitant, with four records, 15 October to 17 February (Zeillemaker). 

Brown Creeper (Certhia americana). A probable spring and autumn transient and winter 
visitant, with three records: 27 November, 1980; 17 February, 1979; and 11 March, 1979 
(Zeillemaker). 

Rock Wren (Salpinctes obsoletus). Summer resident, 14 April to 2 September. Active nests 
have been observed at Cedar Point Biological Station as late as 14 August. 

Bewick’s Wren (Thryomanes bewickii). Hypothetical. Reported during May 1978 at Cedar Point 
Biological Station (Mahoney). 

House Wren (Troglodytes aedon ). Spring and autumn transient and summer resident, 23 April 
to 8 October (Zeillemaker), nesting throughout. 

Marsh Wren (Cistothorus palustris). Summer resident, 28 March (Zeillemaker) to 6 November. 
Nested abundantly at Keystone Lake until 1982. One winter record: 6 January, 1983 at 
Lewelien. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet (Regufus satrapa). A probable spring and autumn transient and winter 
visitant, with most records from 7 November to 30 December (Zeillemaker). There is one 
spring record: 28 March, 1976 at Keystone Lake. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet ( Regulus calendula). A probable spring and autumn transient with three 
records: 14 May, 1977; 14 October, 1978; and 16 October, 1982. 

Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis). Spring and autumn transient, 14 May to 19 May and 11 
September to 7 November. 

Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides). Winter visitant, 27 December to 11 March. 

Townsend’s Solitaire (Mvadestes townsendi). Winter visitant, 16 September to 6 May. 
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Veery (Catharus fuscescerts). Two records: 3 June, 1978 at Keystone Lake, and 25 May, 1984 at 
Cedar Point Biological Station. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush (Catharus minimus). One record: 7 May, 1978 at Lewellen. 

Swainson’s Thrush ( Catharus usfu/atus). Spring transient, 6 May to 3 June. 

Wood Thrush ( Hylocichla mustelina). Two records: reported during May 1978 at Cedar Point 
Biological Station; another was observed at the same place 20-23 May, 1983. 

American Robin ( Turdus migratorius). Permanent resident, nesting throughout. 

Gray Catbird ( Dumetella carolinensis). Spring and autumn transient, 14 May to 4 June and 4 
August to 16 September. 

Northern Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos). Irregular permanent resident. Young incapable o 
sustained flight have been observed, indicating occasional local nesting. 

Brown Thrasher ( Toxostoma rufum). Spring and autumn transient and summer resident, 6 May 
to 16 September, nesting throughout. 

Water Pipit ( Anthus spinoletta). Spring and autumn transient, 14 April to 18 April and 3 October 
to 14 October. 

Bohemian Waxwing (Bombycilla garrulus). Winter visitant, 28 December to 11 March. 

Cedar Waxwing ( Bombi/Cilla cedrorum ). Spring and autumn transient and winter visitant, 11 
September to 4 June. 

Northern Shrike (Lanius excubitor). Winter visitant, 6 November to 29 March. 

Loggerhead Shrike ( Lanius ludovicianus). Spring and autumn transient and summer resident, 
28 March to 25 August. A nest with eggs was observed at Cedar Point Biological Station in 
late May 1983. 

European Starling (Sfurnus uu/garis). Introduced permanent resident, nesting throughout. 

Bell’s Vireo ( Vireo beliii). Summer resident, 14 May to 2 September, nesting locally. 

Yellow-throated Vireo ( Vireo flavifrons). One record: 24 May, 1983 below the Keystone Lake 
diversion dam. 

Warbling Vireo ( Vireo gilvus). Summer resident, 14 May to 2 September. 

Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus). Spring transient, 18 May (Zeillemaker) to 25 May. One 
autumn record: 25 August (Zeillemaker). 

Orange-crowned Warbler ( Vermivora celata). Spring and autumn transient, 23 April to 24 May 
and 11 September to 17 October. 

Nashville Warbler (Vermivora ruficapilla). One record: 3 October, 1976 at Lewellen. 

Yellow Warbler ( Dendroica petechia). Spring and autumn transient and summer resident, 16 
May to 4 August, nesting throughout. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler (Dendroica pensylvanica). One record: 19-20 May, 1983 at Cedar Point 
Biological Station. 

Magnolia Warbler (Dendroica magnolia ). One record: 14 May, 1977 at Ash Hollow. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler (Dendroica coronata). Spring and autumn transient, 15 April to 21 May 
and 3 October to 6 November. 

Prairie Warbler (Dendroica discolor). One record: 25 May, 1978 at Oshkosh where a singing 
male was heard and observed. 

Bay-breasted Warbler (Dendroica castanea). One record: 25 May, 1978 at Lewellen. 

Blackpoll Warbler (Dendroica striata). Spring transient, 17 May to 25 May. 

Black-and-white Warbler (Mniotilta varia). One definite record: 24 March, 1978 at Keystone 
Lake. It was also reported in May 1978 at Cedar Point Biological Station (Mahoney). 

American Redstart. (Sfeophaga ruticilla). Spring and autumn transient, 17 May to 24 May and 
12 August (Fretwell) to 2 September. 

Ovenbird (Seiurus aurocapillus). Spring and autumn transient, 7 May to 15 May and 23 July to 2 
September. 

Northern Waterthrush (Seiurus noveboracensis). One record: 21 August, 1978 at Keystone 
Lake. 

MacGillivray’s Warbler (Oporonis tolmiei ). One record. 2 September, 1979 at Oshkosh. 

Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas). Summer resident, 23 April to 3 October, nesting 
throughout. 

Hooded Warbler (Wilsonia citrina). One record: 18 May, 1983 below the Keystone Lake 
diversion dam. 

Wilson’s Warbler (Wi/sonia pusilla). Spring and autumn transient, 20 May to 27 May and 2 
September to 16 September. 

Yellow-breasted Chat (Icteria virens). Summer resident, 14 May to 21 August. 
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Scarlet Tanager (Piranga olivaceo). One record: 19 May, 1983 near Kingsley Dam. 

Western Tanager (Piranga ludoviciana). One record: 2 September, 1979 at Oshkosh. 

Northern Cardinal ( Cardinalis cardinalis). Permanent resident, nesting locally. It has been 
observed most often in spring and autumn, suggesting a limited migration; there are no 
January or July records. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak (Pheuticus ludovicianus). Spring transient, 15 May to 24 May. One 
autumn record: 15 September, 1983 near Oshkosh. It was also reported 18 July to 19 
August, 1977 at Cedar Point Biological Station (Fretwell). 

Black-headed Grosbeak ( Pheuticus melanocephalus). Spring and autumn transient and local 
summer resident, 14 May to 4 August. 

Blue Grosbeak (Guiraca caerulea). Local summer resident, 9 May to early August. Most 
records are from the Ash Hollow region westward; it has been occasionally noted at 
Cedar Point Biological Station. 

Lazuli Bunting (Passerina amoena). No definite data. It was reported as uncommon at Cedar 
Point Biological Station in July and August 1977 (Fretwell). 

Indigo Bunting (Passerina cyanea). Primarily a spring transient, 15 May to 3 June. It was also 
observed in summer 1977 (Fretwell) and 1978 near Cedar Point Biological Station, where 
hybrids between this and the preceding species were also seen in 1977 (Fretwell). One 
autumn record: 16 September, 1983 at Lewellen. 

Painted Bunting (Passerina ciris). Hypothetical. One record: a male was reported on 19 May, 
1982 near Kingsley Dam (Brown). 

Dickcissel (Spiza americana). Local, but sporadic, summer resident with only one definite 
record: 27 June, 1970 at Oshkosh. However, they were reported near Omaha Beach and 
along the North Platte River near Ash Hollow in 1977 and 1978, but not in 1979 or 1983. 

Rufous-sided Towhee (Pipilo erythrophthalmus). Spring and autumn transient and local 
summer resident, 23 April to 17 October. 

American Tree Sparrow ( Spizella arborea). Spring and autumn transient and winter visitant, 14 
October to 12 April. 

Chipping Sparrow ( Spizella passerina). Spring and autumn transient, 6 May to 26 May and 11 
September to 14 October. 

Clay-colored Sparrow ( Spizella pallida). Spring and autumn transient, 25 April (Zeillemaker) to 
20 May and 2 September to 3 October. It was also reported as a rare migrant at Omaha 
Beach during July and August 1977 (Fretwell). 

Brewer’s Sparrow ( Spizella breweri). No definite data. Reported as an uncommon migrant near 
Cedar Point Biological Station during July and August 1977 (Fretwell). 

Field Sparrow ( Spizella pusilla). Spring and autumn transient and local summer resident, 18 
April to 15 October. Breeds regularly below the Keystone Lake diversion dam. One winter 
record: 18 December, 1982 at Lewellen. 

Vesper Sparrow ( Pooecetes gramineus ). Spring and autumn transient, 12 April to 6 May 
(Zeillemaker) and 16 September to 15 October. 

Lark Sparrow (Chondestes grammacus). Spring and autumn transient and summer resident, 25 
April (Zeillemaker) to 16 September, nesting throughout. 

Black-throated Sparrow ( Amphispiza bilineata). A full-plumaged adult male of this species was 
observed by the junior author and his entire ornithology class on 26 May, 1984, along 
Whitetail Creek, near Keystone. The bird was in full view for several minutes, at close as 20 
yards distance. This sighting appears to be the third state record for this species. No singing 
was heard, but all the typical field marks were readily observed. 

Lark Bunting ( Caiamospiza melanocorys). Spring and autumn transient and summer resident, 
3 May (Zeillemaker) to 2 September. 

Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis). Spring and autumn transient, 14 April to 18 
April and 11 September to 16 September. 

Grasshopper Sparrow ( Ammodramus savannarum). Summer resident, 20 May to 20 
September nesting throughout in grassland habitats. 

Song Sparrow ( Melospiza melodic). Spring and autumn transient and winter visitant, 11 
September to 15 April. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow ( Melospiza lincolnii). Spring and autumn transient, 23 April to 3 May 
(Zeillemaker) and 11 September to 17 October. 

Swamp Sparrow ( Melospiza georgiana). Spring and autumn transient and local summer 
resident, 7 May to 17 October. Regular only in the Clear Creek marshes and Lewellen area. 
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White-throated Sparrow ( Zonotrichia albicollis). One spring record: 7 May, 1978 near Lewellen. 
Autumn transient, 3 October to 14 October. 

White-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys). Spring and autumn transient and winter 
visitant, 11 September to 24 May. 

Harris’ Sparrow ( Zonotrichia querula). Spring and autumn transient and winter visitant, 3 
October to 6 May. 

Dark-eyed Junco ( Junco hyemalis). Spring and autumn transient and winter visitant, 3 October 
to 6 May. The “gray-headed” form was observed on 6 May, 1979 at Lewellen (Zeillemaker). 

McCown’s Longspur ( Calcarius mccownii). One record: 3 October, 1976 near Lewellen. 

Lapland Longspur ( Calcarius lapponicus). Spring and autumn transient and winter visitant, 6 
November to 11 March. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur (Calcarius ornatus). Spring transient, 28 March (Faanes) to 18 
April. 

Snow Bunting (Plectrophenax niualis). The only records are for 18 and 19 February, 1978 when 
it was abundant and widely scattered throughout. 

Bobolink (Dolichonyx oryziuorus). Local summer resident, 6 May to early August. 

Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus). Permanent resident, nesting throughout. 

Eastern Meadowlark (Sfurne//a magna). Local summer resident, 28 March to mid-summer. 

Western Meadowlark ( Sturnella neglecta). Permanent resident, nesting throughout. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird ( Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus). Spring and autumn transient and 
local summer resident, 29 March (Zeillemaker) to 17 October. 

Rusty Blackbird (Euphagus carolinus). Autumn transient, 14 October to 7 November. One 
winter record: 20 January, 1979. All records are from Lewellen. 

Brewer’s Blackbird ( Euphagus cyanocephalus) . Primarily a spring and autumn transient, 28 
March to 21 May and 2 October to 17 October. One summer record: 28 July, 1979 near 
Keystone. One winter record: 27 December, 1975 at Lewellen. 

Common Grackle (Quiscalus quiscala ). Primarily a spring and autumn transient and summer 
resident, 24 March to 6 November, nesting throughout. Three winter records: 27 
December, 1975; 6 January, 1978 (Zeillemaker); and23 February, 1980 — all in the Lewellen 
area. 

Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater). Spring and autumn transient and summer resident, 
14 April to 15 August. It parasitizes the nests of a variety of local species. 

Orchard Oriole (Icterus spurius). Spring and autumn transient and summer resident, 14 May to 
21 August, nesting throughout. 

Northern Oriole (Icterus galbula). Spring and autumn transient and summer resident, 14 May to 
2 September, nesting throughout. 

Purple Finch ( Carpodacus purpureus). Winter visitant, 28 November to 28 March. 

House Finch (Carpodacus mexicanu s). Permanent resident about human habitation. It was 
present in Oshkosh at the beginning of this study; in 1979 it first appeared in Ogallala, where 
it has been regular ever since; and it has been noted occasionally at Lewellen since 1980. 

Common Redpoll (Carduelis flammea). Sporadic winter visitant, 27 December to 19 February, 

Pine Siskin (Carduelis pinus). Winter visitant, 16 September to 16 May. 

American Goldfinch (Carduelis tristis ). Permanent resident, nesting throughout. 

Evening Grosbeak (Coccothraustes uespertinus). Two records: 18 February and 8 March, 1980 
(Zeillemaker), 

House Sparrow (Passer domesticus). Introduced permanent resident, nesting throughout 
around human habitations. 

— Richard C. Rosche, 501 Shelton Street, Chadron, Nebraska 69337 
— Paul A. Johnsgard, School of Life Sciences, University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, Nebraska 68588 


1984 FALL FIELD DAY 

6/7 October 

4-H Camp, Halsey National Forest 



Article redacted at the request of the author (March 2013). 




Article redacted at the request of the author (March 2013). 




Article redacted at the request of the author (March 2013). 
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THE EIGHTY-THIRD ANNUAL MEETING 

Almost perfect weather greeted the 59 who registered for the eighty-third Annual Meeting, 
held at Camp Norwesca, near Chadron State Park, 19 and 20 May 1984. There was a slide show 
(including a bird identification quiz) Friday night. Saturday there were bird trips to Sowbelly 
Canyon and Gilbert-Baker Wildlife Area, north of Crawford, and on over to the Wyoming 
border; to Soldiers Creek, near Fort Robinson; to Beaver Valley, north of Hay Springs; and a 
shorter, morning only, visit to the Jeanne Dueker home, south of Chadron. At the paper session 
and Annual Meeting, Saturday afternoon, Mrs. Joyce Brashear read a memorial to Doris Gates, 
written by Dr. Rosalind Morris, who was not able to be present. Lon Neth, Biology Department, 
Chadron State College, gave a paper “Winter Prey Remains in Great Horned Owl Pellets in 
Dawes Co., Nebraska”; Sue Fairbanks, Department ofFisheries and Wildlife Biology, Colorado 
State University, spoke on “Habitat Use and Foraging Behavior of Semicaptive Bighorn Sheep 
at Fort Robinson State Park”; and Dr. Roger Sharpe, Biology Department, University of 
Nebraska at Omaha, spoke on “Bird Migration Problems from Unusual Patterns in Nebraska”; 
Wayne Mollhoff, Albion, discussed some of the problems involved in the bird atlas project. The 
following officers were elected for the 83-84 term: Gary Lingle, Grand Island, president; Mrs. 
Ruth Green, Bellevue, vice-president; Mrs. Emma Johnson, Omaha, secretary; Mrs. Lona 
Shafer, Wood River, treasurer; Dr. Neva Pruess, Lincoln, librarian; and Dr. R.G. Cortelyou, 
Omaha, editor. The 4-H camp at Halsey will be the site of the 1984 fall field day, the 4-H camp 
near Schramm State Park (Louisville) will be the site of the 1985 Annual Meeting, and the 
invitation of North Platte for the 1986 Annual Meeting was accepted. At the Saturday evening 
program it was announced that the winners of the Rare Bird Report were Mrs. Ruth E. 
Harrington of Grand Island and Dr. Dan Clark and family of Gering for reports of Painted 
Buntings, and an honorable mention to Bruce P. Jundt, Stanton, for a delayed report of a 
Dipper. Dr. Roger Sharep announced the election of Dr. Paul A. Johnsgard, UN-L, to Honorary 
Member for his outstanding contributions in the field of ornithology, and gave a short review of 
Dr. Johnsgard’s career. (Dr. Sharpe was one of Dr. Johnsgard’s earliest graduate students.) 
Eugene R. Lewis, Topeka, treasurer of Kansas Ornithological Society, brought greetings from 
K.O.S. Dr. Ronald Weedon, Chadron State College, spoke on “Jewels of the Plains.” This was 
an account of the life and work of Claude A. Barr, who searched for and cultivated plants of the 
western plains. Many of the plants Mr. Barr worked with were shown in the slides, as well as 
views of his ranch and the garden. Sunday morning most attendees went to Dead Horse Burn to 
see the Lewis' Woodpeckers, and the rest of the morning was spent on individual projects. 

The count for the meeting, covering parts of Dawes, Sheridan, and Sioux counties, was 112, 
plus a call, heard once, suspected of being an Eastern Meadowlark, Empidonax species, and a 
hawk suspected of being an immature Ferruginous Hawk, although some disagreed with that 
identification. The Lesser Goldfinch is a first for the state. It was seen near Chadron by Phil 
Swanson, Papillion, who took pictures, and a more complete account will appear when the 
pictures are available. The species reported were: Pied-billed, Eared, and Western Grebes; 
Great Blue Heron, Mallard, Northern Pintail, Blue-winged Teal, Northern Shoveler, Ruddy 
Duck, Turkey Vulture, Northern Harrier; Sharp-shinned, Cooper’s Swainson’s and Red-tailed 
Hawks; Golden Eagle, American Kestrel, Merlin, Prairie Falcon, Ring-necked Pheasant, Wild 
Turkey, Northern Bobwhite, American Coot, Killdeer; Spotted and Upland Sandpipers; Rock 
and Mourning Doves; Great Horned and Burrowing Owls; Common Poorwill, White-throated 
Swift, Belted Kingfisher; Lewis’, Red-headed, Downy, and Hairy Woodpeckers; Northern 
Flicker, Western Wood-Pewee, Say’s Phoebe, Great Crested Flycatcher; Western and Eastern 
Kingbirds; Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, Horned Lark; Violet-green, Northern Rough-winged, Cliff, 
and Barn Swallows; Blue and Pinyon Jays; Black-billed Magpie, American Crow, Black-capped 
Chickadee; Red-breasted, White-breasted, and Pygmy Nuthatches; Brown Creeper; Rock and 
House Wrens; Eastern and Mountain Bluebirds; Swainson’s Thrush, American Robin, Gray 
Catbird, Northern Mockingbird, Brown Thrasher, Cedar Waxwing, Loggerhead Shrike, 
European Starling; Solitary, Warbling, and Red-eyed Vireos; Tennessee, Yellow, Yellow- 
rumped, and Black-and-White Warblers; American Redstart, Ovenbird, Common Yellow- 
throat, Yellow-breasted Chat, Western Tanager, Northern Cardinal; Rose-breasted and Black¬ 
headed Grosbeaks; Lazuli and Indigo Buntings; Rufous-sided Towhee; American Tree, 
Chipping, Brewer’s, Vesper, and Lark Sparrows; Lark Bunting, Grasshopper Sparrow, Dark- 
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eyed Junco; McCown’s and Chestnut-collared Longspurs; Bobolink, Red-winged Blackbird, 
Western Meadowlark, Brewer’s Blackbird, Common Crackle, Brown-headed Cowbird; 
Orchard and Northern Orioles; Cassin’s Finch, Red Crossbill, Pine Siskin; Lesser and 
American Goldfinches; House Sparrow. 


LESSER GOLDFINCH RECORDED IN NEBRASKA 



I photographed this Lesser Goldfinch ( Carduelis psaltria ) at Gilbert-Baker Wildlife Area 
(north of Harrison, Nebraska) about 9:00 a.m. on20 May, 1984. The bird was in the campground 
area, with American Goldfinches (note the American Goldfinch on the right side of the picture). I 
watched the Lesser Goldfinch with binoculars for a few minutes before I took the photograph, 
and easily noted the field marks. The bird was the black-backed variety (C. p. psaltria). 

— Phil Swanson, 600 Hogan Drive, Papillion, Nebraska 68046 

This is the first report of this species from Nebraska. 

(Insert Lesser Goldfinch Carduelis psaltria between Pine Siskin and American Goldfinch ( NBR 
50: 87.) 


— Editor 

NOTES 

CORRECTION TO NBR 52:13 (FALL OCCURRENCE REPORT). Toward the end of the 
second line of text (Saunders) the word “unusual” should be “usual.” 

DIPPER. In late September or early October 19821 saw a Dipper on wood stacked in my 
yard, near the business center of Stanton. The bird was about 6 to 8 feet from my window, and 
sat on the woodpile for about 10 minutes. I have seen these birds on mountain streams and could 
hardly believe my eyes. 1 didn’t report it sooner because 1 didn’t know where to send the report. 

— Bruce P. Jundt, 708 Jackpine, Stanton, Nebraska 68779 

NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD. On 17 September 19831 saw a Mockingbird in the shelter 
belt on our farm. It was in thick cover and I got within 10 feet of it. It had a clear breast, tanish 
color, patch on its wing and white sides to the tail. It definitely was not a Shrike. 

— Mike Erickson, R.R. 2, Wayne, Nebraska 68787 

BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER. On 8 October 1983 I saw a female Black- 
throated Blue Warbler in our shelter belt. Mark and Ed Brogie and Layne Johnson were able to 
get out and see the bird after I found it. We saw the white “pocket handkerchief’ spot on the 
wing, the dark cheek, eye stripe, and half-moon under the eye. 

— Mike Erickson, R.R. 2, Wayne, Nebraska 68787 
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WORM-EATING WARBLER. On 26 April 1984 Layne Johnson, John Chase, Paul 
Pearson and I saw a Worm-eating Warbler in the shelter belt on our farm 8 miles north and 1 mile 
west of Wayne. We saw it many times in bushes, on the ground and in the trees (never going very 
high), for about an hour. We noted the black stripes on the head, the buffy-orangish belly, and 
olive back. 


— Mike Erickson, R.R. 2, Wayne, Nebraska 68787 

COMMON REDPOLLS. This (January 1984) is the year for Common Redpolls! The last I 
saw of them was in winter 1979-80. Unlike then, when they ground-fed below the kitchen 
window, this year I have two feeders hanging directly outside the window, and it has been a treat 
to observe these handsome arctic birds more closely. Wintering over this year, too, have been 
several Harris Sparrows. 

— Doug G. Thomas, 1035 Mississippi Avenue, Alliance, Nebraska 69301 

BURT CO. We have five feeders for seeds, and four suet feeders, and have lots of birds with 
all the cold weather. Among the unusual ones is a Tufted Titmouse. We’ve had only one here 
before, about 15 years ago. At the suet feeder we’ve had an immature Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. 
We’d never seen one of these before. Another first for us was Evening Grosbeaks. They came 31 
December 1983 and were here for just a week. I never saw more than 2 males and 2 females, and 
never all 4 at once. Another unusual sighting was the pair of Cooper’s Hawks which visited daily 
during that coldest 10 days or so around Christmas. We saw them catch the smaller birds which 
were feeding on the ground near our windows, and we hoped that they took House Sparrows, of 
which we have a surplus! One of the Hawks was in mature plumage, the other in immature. 

— Kathleen True, Box 129, Decatur, Nebraska 68020 


REPORT FROM MINDEN. On 23 October* 1983 my cousin Ropert Spicknall and I saw a 
Prairie Falcon, north of town. On 25 January, 1984 Robert saw a Northern Shrike at a carcass on 
the highway west of town. On 4 February we went up to the Platte and saw 2 Bald Eagles and on 
25 February we saw 3 up there. On 15 February we saw Green-winged Teal on a roadside pond, 
Shovelers on the same pond 15 March, and 15 April and a White Egret there. It took off, flying 
away from us, shortly after we stopped, and the only mark that we noted was the buffy on it. 
Robert thought it was too big for a Cattle Egret, but no other seems to fit. Robert saw a Great 
Blue Heron 6 April, and we both saw one 15 April. On 15 March I saw a Peregrine Falcon, and on 
30 April a Turkey Vulture. During the winter, with the ground completely snow covered, the 
roadsides became about the only place birds could find anything to eat. Hundreds of Crows, 
thousands of Lapland Longspurs, and a good sprinkling of Meadowlarks literally lines the 
shoulders of N 10. 


— Harold Turner, Box 333, Minden, Nebraska 68959 

HAND FEEDING. In winter of 1982 I decided that I would hand feed Black-capped 
Chickadees, but they refused to cooperate. They lined up on the flowering crab apple tree from 
which I’d hung a Schooner feeder. Several efforts (in below zero weather) ended in failure. The 
first Sunday of February 1982 I tried again, with the same line-up of Chickadees in the higher 
branches. At the same time Pine Siskins crowded another feeder, a hanging saucer, nearby. One 
landed and displaced another until one more than the accumulated Pine Siskins would tolerate 
arrived. A male, displaced by a female, lighted in my near frost-bitten hand and ate several 
minutes from the unroasted sunflower seeds in my palm. It was magic! From that day on I could 
attract Pine Sisking without effort, if I controlled my impatient nature. Winter of 19831 continued 
the practice. Some of the magic was gone: Pine Siskins will come to anyone’s hand, I decided, it 
was so easy. (A male Pine Siskin took umbrage at my thumb wiggling in front of him and not only 
put on the full aggression display but pecked at the “intruder”!) 1 set a new goal: attract the more 
skitterish American Goldfinches that came in with the Pine Siskins. Magic again! Several tries, 
my patience stretched more than I thought possible, a male came in for just one brief moment, 
long enough to eat one seed and fly off with another, 

— Doug G. Thomas, 1035 Mississippi Avenue, Alliance, Nebraska 69301 
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BOOK REVIEW 

How Birds Work, A Guide to Bird Biology, Ron Freethy, 232 pp., 6 * 9%, Blandford Press, 
England, Sterling Publishing Co., Inc., New York, bibliography, indexed, hardbound $19.95, 
paperback $8.95. 

“How Birds Work” is a straightforward introduction to the science of ornithology and 
provides basic information enabling the amateur birdwarcher to understand his ‘quarry’ more 
easily. As a direct result of reading this book, the behavior of birds will be more readily 
understood, and in particular the complexities of migration.” Which is a fair summary of the 
book, although it may over-stress migration. The chapter headings are: The Evolution of Birds, 
The Classification of Birds, The Bird’s Body, Flight; Breathing, Respiration and the Blood 
Supply; Feeding, The Nervous System, the Breeding Cycle, Migration, Behaviour, The 
Distribution of Birds, Birds and Man. A good background book for any birder, and not difficult 
reading. There are numerous line drawings and photographs, twelve of the latter in full color. 
The hardcover edition has been out for a couple of years; the paperback edition is just now 
available. 


— Editor 
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SPRING 1984 WHOOPING CRANE 
RECORDS IN NEBRASKA 

The Pierre, S.D., office of the Fish and Wildlife Service has released their records of 
sightings of the Wood Buffalo flock of Whooping Cranes, and those that pertain to Nebraska are 
given below. 

There are three classes of sightings: 

Confirmed Sightings. Observation made by a State or Federal Biologist or officer or by 
other known qualified observer (trained ornithologist or birder with experience in identification 
of Whooping Cranes). A photograph may also be used to confirm sightings. 

Probable Sighting. No confirmation made by State or Federal Biologist or officer or by other 
known qualified observer, yet details of the sighting seen to identify the birds as Whooping 
Cranes. To be classified as a probable sighting each of the following factors must be met: (1) 
location of sighting is within normal migration corridor and is an appropriate site for Whooping 
Cranes, (2) date of sighting is within period of migration, (3) accurate physical description, (4) 
number of birds is reasonable, (5) behavior of the birds does not eliminate Whooping Cranes, 
and (6) good probability that observer would provide reliable report. 

Unconfirmed Sighting. Details of the sighting meet some, but not all, of the six factors listed 
for a probable sighting. 

The confirmed sightings are: 

Two birds 1 to 6 April, near Keane, Kearney Co. (T5N, R15W, Sec. 6), near Wilcox (T5N, 
R15W, Secs. 16 and 26), and Franklin Co. (T4N, R15W, Sec. 26). 

Two birds 7 and 11 to 16 April, .25 m. north of Milburn (T20N, R21W, Sec. 9), and 1.5 m. 
south of Milburn (T20N, R21W, Sec. 16). 

Two birds 9 to 15 April, in Kearney Co., 1 m. north and .5 m. east of Wilcox. 

Two adults and a young 12 to 17 April in Webster Co., 4.5 m. east and 1.5 m. south of Red 
Cloud (TIN, R10W, Sec. 10). 

Two adults and a young 16-17 April, in Gosper Co., 2 m. west and 3 m. north of Elwood 
(T8N, R23W, Sec. 26, SWy 4 ). 

Five adults and a young 16-17 April 5 m. southwest of Brownlee, Cherry Co. They had been 
in Graham Co., Kansas, 11 m. NNE of Wakeeney 15-16 April, and some of them were in 
McKenzie Co., N.D., 26 m. southeast of Watford, 17-18 April. 

Three birds 17 April at Valentine NWR Headquarters, Cherry Co. (T30N, R29W, Sec. 14, 

swy 4 ). 

Two birds 18 April to 9 May in Lincoln Co., 7 m. west of North Platte on US 30 and 2 m. 
north. They had been at the west end of Cedar Bluff Reservoir, Trego Co., Kansas 17-18 April 
and were in Hettinger Co., N.D., 8 m. southwest of Mott on 9-11 May. 

The probable sightings were: 

Two birds 11 April in Kearney Co., 1 m. east and 1.5 m. south of Kearney bridge. (This is 
marked “highly probable”.) 

One bird 17 April, 4 m. southwest of Brownlee, Cherry Co. 

Eight birds 24, 26, and 29 May, 5 m. west of Giltner, Hamilton Co. 

The unconfirmed sightings are: 

Six to eight birds 5 April, flying over Snake River near Snake Fall|, Cherry Co. 

Four birds 5 April, 1 m. south and 1 m. east of Anselmo, Custer Co. 

Four birds 8 April, 8 m. south and 6 m. west of Brownlee, Cherry Co. 

The report included: “Many of the migrating Whoopers were delayed in Kansas and 
Nebraska during the second week of April because of unfavorable winds and poor weather 
conditions. . .. Most of the birds began migrating again on 16 and 17 April, moving rapidly 
into Canada. As a result, very few sightings were reported in the Dakotas.” 

The September Grus Americana, of the Whooping Crane Conservation Assn., 23:3, says: 
“Twenty-nine Whooping Crane nests were found in Wood Buffalo National Park this year, five 
more than in 1983. The highest number before 1983 was 19 nests in 1979 and 1980, then it 
dropped to 17 nests in 1981 and 1982. . . . Twenty-five eggs were collected from the wild 
nests; 22 were sent to G rays Lake NWR to be placed under Sandhill Crane foster-parents, and 3 
sent to the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center in Maryland. Nineteen hatched at Grays Lake 
and one at Patuxent. The two failing to hatch at Patuxent were known to be inferior prior to 
reaching their destination. On 22 May six additional eggs arrived at Grays Lake from the 
Patuxent captive Whoopers; three hatched normally, one hatched malpositioned, one hatched 
but died in the nest, and one egg was infertile. . .. The foster-parent families experienced 
severe unfavorable weather conditions between 2 and 11 June. It is estimated that about 20 
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Whooper chicks survived the perils, and if depredation and natural disaster doesn’t take an 
above average toll, about 15 more birds should be added to the Rocky Mountain Whooping 
Crane population in 1984. It is calculated that there were about 28 Whoopers out there in the 
West when spring arrived this year, now with favorable fortune we may see more than 40 
Whoopers in their New Mexico winter habitat this fall. On a 20 June survey of Wood Buffalo 
National Park, 20 Whooper chicks were counted.” 


1983 NEBRASKA NESTING SURVEY 

Compiled by Dr. Esther V. Bennett 

Data on the 1983 nesting season in Nebraska were received from24 observers, reporting on 
69 species from 49 counties. Counties in the tabulation are listed in a west to east order, with the 
northernmost of approximately equal locations given first. Numbers represent Nest Record 
Cards: N represents nests observed for which no Nest Record Card was submitted; and Y 
represents young observed. GPC in the following paragraph represents Nebraska State Game 
and Parks Commission. 

Fifty-four species were reported on 595 North American Nest Record Cards. The counties, 
with column numbers on the tabulation shown in parentheses, and the contributors were: 
Adams (28), GPC, E.M. Helzer, B. Welch; Banner (3), GPC; Boone (30), W.J. Mollhoff; Box 
Butte (5), GPC; Boyd (20), GPC; Brown (15). GPC; Buffalo (24), GPC, Thomas E. Labedz; 
Butler (36), GPC; Cass (47), GPC; Cedar (35), GPC; Custer (16), GPC; Dakota (41), GPC; 
Dawes (4), GPC; Dawson (17), GPC; Dixon (40), GPC; Dodge (42), GPC; Douglas (45), Russ 
Benedict, R.G. Cortelyou, E.D. Johnson, GPC; Fillmore (34), J.M. Votipka; Frontier (12), GPC; 
Garfield (22), GPC; Gosper (18), GPC; Hall (27) GPC; Hayes (10), GPC; Hitchcock(11), GPC; 
Holt (21), GPC; Howard (26), GPC; Jefferson (39), GPC; Keith (7), GPC; Keya Paha (14), GPC; 
Knox (29), GPC; Lancaster (44), GPC, A.D. Kelley,, W-C. Garthright, Max (8) Schuster, Ann 
Williams for Wildlife Rescue Team; Lincoln (9), GPC; Loup (19), GPC; Merrick (32), GPC; 
Morrill (6), GPC; Nance (31), GPC; Otoe (48), GPC; Perkins (8), GPC; Polk (33), GPC; Red 
Willow (13), GPC; Richardson (49), GPC; Saline (38), J.M. Votipka; Sarpy (46), Charlie Grandt, 
R.G. Cortelyou, Russ Benedict, GPC; Saunders (43), Gary Lingle, Janet Weaver, GPC; Scotts 
Bluff (2), A.M. Kenitz, GPC; Seward (37), GPC; Sioux (1), GPC; Wheeler (25), W.J. Mollhoff; 
and Valley (23), GPC. 

Persons or agencies contributing over 15 Nest Crds were: Game and Parks Commission, 
423; W.C. Garthright, 71; A.M. Kenitz, 21; and W.J. Mollhoff,34. Games and Parks Commission 
employees who provided Nest Card information are: D.E. Carlson, J.J. Dinan, Jim Ducey, N. 
Ellman, Allen George, W. Vodenahl, and G.A. Wingfield. 

The following eight species included in this report were not reported in the 1982 Nesting 
Survey (NBR 51:26): Merlin, American Woodcock, Chuck-will’s-widow, Tree Swallow, Cedar 
Waxwing, Yellow Warbler, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, and House Finch. 

Forty-five species reported in the 1982 survey were not reported in 1983: Eared and 
Western Grebes; Cattle Egret, Green-backed Heron, Black-crowned Night-Heron, Gadwall; 
Sharp-shinned and Swainson’s Hawks; American Kestrel, Greater Prairie-Chicken, Sharp¬ 
tailed Grouse, Northern Bobwhite; Spotted and Upland Sandpipers; Long-billed Curlew, Black 
Tern, Black-billed Cuckoo, Eastern Screech-Owl; Burrowing and Long-eared Owls; Common 
Poorwill, Hairy Woodpecker, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Purple Martin, Black-billed Magpie, Red¬ 
breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, Marsh Wren, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Wood Thrush; Bell’s 
and Red-eyed Vireos; Louisiana Waterthrush, Scarlet Tanager, Black-headed Grosbeak, Indigo 
Bunting, Dickcissel, Rufous-sided Towhee; Field and Lark Sparrows; Lark Bunting, Bobolink, 
Western Meadowlark, Orchard Oriole, and American Goldfinch. 

Anyone who sees evidence of nesting, young, or adult birds carrying nesting material, food, 
or fecal sacs, can submit the information without the use of a special form, although it will be 
appreciated if the information is in such form that it can be easily separated by species and 
county. This information will be included in the Nebraska Nesting Survey by letters rather than 
by numbers. 

Anyone who has found, or expects to find, an active nest is invited to write for North 
American Nest Record Cards to use in reporting the nest. Each nest requires a separate card, 
except for colonial nesting species, which require a separate card for each visit to the site. 

Cards, instruction sheets, and Laboratory of Ornithology Nest Survey newsletters may be 
obtained from Dr. Esthe V. Bennett, 1641 Devoe Drive, Lincoln, Nebraska 68506. 
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1984 (FIFTY-NINTH) SPRING OCCURRENCE REPORT 

Two hundred ninety-three species (and the possibility that one of the Swan sp. was not a 
Tundra Swan) are listed in this report, from 13 locations. The comparable figures for 1983 are 
288 and 2 possibles from 13 locations, 1982 287 from 15 locations, and 1981 298 from 12. 
The symbols used in the tabulations are: 

Ja, Fe, Mr, Ap, My, and Je for the months. 

(m), (p), (s), and (w) for possible migrants, permanent, summer, or winter residents for 
which no records (or, for (p), possibly insufficient records) were made this year 

P to indicate a species which is present all the year, although the same individuals may not 
be present during the whole year, and the number may vary greatly during the year. 

-S to indicate a species which remained after 30 June, but the showing of a late June date 
instead of -S does not necessarily mean that the species did not remain 

W- to indicate a species which was reported as present before 1 January 
W-S indicates much the same thing as “P”, but is used in cases for which the pattern is not 
always true 

x is used instead of a date when the specific date is not given; it is used in the Chase column 
to indicate species present. 

* to indicate comment in the locality comments 
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Two dates indicate the first and last records for the location. The information is presented in 
a rough west (left) to east (right) order, with locations of about the same longitude presented in a 
north to south order. The numbers of species reported, the names of reporters (and of others 
observers, if known), and any special comments are given below in alphabetical order by 
locations. In making the spcies count, “sp.” is not counted if a specific species of that group is 
also reported. 

Adams, Hastings, 105 + (10) species, Miss Bernice Welch, reporter, Elsie Helzer, Esther 
Kennedy, and Dorothy Marsh. The Swan was on the Glenvil lagoon, but too far off for further 
identification. There were more Great-tailed Grackles this year than last year. 

Boone. Albion, 140 + (2) species, Wayne J. Mollhoff, reporter. 

Chase, Wauneta, 60 species, Iola Pennington, reporter. These are the birds recorded on 27 
and 29 June in visits to four bird atlas blocks in Chase Co., so winter birds and migrants are 
missing. 

Dakota, South Sioux City, 161 species, Bill Huser, reporter, Brad and Marla Grier, Bob 
Livermore, Wayne Livermore, and Jerry Probst. The Cerulean Warbler merits comment. 
Bruner, Wolcott, and Swenk (about 1910) says: “A rather common summer resident along the 
wooded bluffs of the Missouri river, where it breeds.” The Omaha area is the only breeding site 
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mentioned, but it does say that a female was taken at Neligh 17 May 1899. Haecker, Moser, and 
Swenk (1945) says: “An uncommon summer resident and breeder along the wooded bluffs of the 
Missouri River from Omaha south.” Rapp, Rapp, Bumgarten and Moser (1958 says. “An 
uncommon migrant and summer resident along the Missouri River,” but the only specilic 
breeding site mentioned is Fontenelle Forest. Johnsgard(1980) says; “An uncommon spring and 
fall migrant in eastern Nebraska, and a rare or local summer resident along the Missouri River in 
southeastern Nebraska. It has regularly nested at Fontenelle Forest.” His Birds of the Great 
Plains mentions a territorial male in Richland Co., N.D. ThebthA.O.U. Checklist says: “Breeds 
from southeastern Nebraska, northern Iowa, central and southeastern Minnesota, ... ” and 
“Casual north to southwestern Manitoba, North Dakota, northern Minnesota. ... ” Bill 
Huser wrote: “This bird was seen 17 June by Marla Grier, Jerry Probst, Ed and Mark Brogie, and 
me, as part of our Nebraska Atlas Project. It was seen at the Thomas Ashford Boy Scout Camp, 
on the Dakota-Thurston county line, a wild tract of wooded bluffs bordering on the Missouri 
River flood plain. It is a mature woodland community (markedly different from the bluffs on the 
Iowa side, but very similar to Fontenele Forest), featuring basswood, walnut, and red and bur 
oaks. The Cerulean was seen and heard singing in the trees growing in a deep ravine over a well- 
defined territory. The blue back coloration, black necklace, and streaks on the white breast and 
belly were noted. Ed and Marla had seen another male Cerulean Warbler earlier, up the same 
ravine, but some distance away, presumably a different bird.” 


00 On 'AN lA (A (ft. 


0) 0) ft ft. 


ICO 4-4 (NtI sO ■ 


th CA 
ft ft 


INCO (ftOO CO CO CA. 


CM 


-O o 

1 CA 
ft <D 

0-^-1 

<M 


ft fH ft fH U ft ft 


C^nO 
ft ft 


ON (ft 
-rH CM 

fH M 


ft n5 ft fn fn 


(M CA 
ni ft 


fH 0) 
£ A) 

no 

CM ^-i 

CD ft 


^AnD 

CM 

ft ft 


CA On 
CM 

fH ft 
£ £ 

ft-co 

CD ft 
ft £ 

l 

CM O 
i CA 

fn a> 

£ ft 

ft-NO 

fH ft 

£ -s 
h4 CA 

U ft 


(ft ft- 
n i CM 

fH fH 


co 4 

i 

CD ft 
ft ->t; 

CA tft 'A no 
CM vH 

ft ft O ft 
SC ft c 
O Ht 
' <D ft 


nO NO 

tH CM 

fH CD 
£ 

iA O 
CA 
ft CD 


NO NA 
CM 
ft CD 


VA CA 
CM 
>3 CD 


^ ft 


ONCO (ft CA 


ft ft ft ft 


ft d) 






54 


Nebraska Bird Review 


Douglas (and Sarpy), Omaha and Bellevue, 226 species, and the possibility that one of the 
Dowitcher sp. was a Short-billed. Tanya Bray, R.G. Cortelyou Ruth C. Green, Jim and Sandra 
Kovanda, and Babs and Loren Padelford, reporters, Duane Bright, Julie Eilers, Clyde and Emma 
Johnson, Ray Korpi, John and Mary Ann Longo, Wanda Neaderhiser, Alice Rushton, Andy 
Saunders, and Mary Tremaine. The high water and the flooded fields this spring had 
considerable effect on some birds. Many ground-nesting and some of the water-level nesting 
birds had their nests flooded out; but the flooded fields also provided good habitat for other 
birds. East of LaPlatte, Sarpy Co., there were a number of Cattle Egrets (as many as 60 at one 
time) which remained into the fall, and there were maybe 20 or so Little Blue Herons. The two 
White-faced Ibises were seen here, and a Canada Goose from 9 to 13 June. Over 3,000 Lapland 
Longspurs were seen 9 February at the site of proposed Dam 20, and 350 there 29 March. About 
1,000 were seen 19 February in a field northeast of LaPlatte. The Pileated Woodpecker was seen 
on Sycamore Trail in Fontenelle Forest. A report in the Omaha World-Herald of a sighting in 
April can not be traced now, but probably is a misunderstanding of the January sightings. On 12 
May Wanda Neaderhiser heard two Whip-poor-wills calling, about 9 PM, at her home near 91 
and Harney. This lasted about 25 minutes. 

Hall, see Howard. 

Howard (and Hall), Grand Island and St. Libory, 173 species. Thomas E. Labedz and Bill 
Schleicher, reporters, Tanya Bales, Vera Coons, Gary Lingle, Clara McCann, Helen Sein, 
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George Stoppkotte. On 7 January a Pelican and an Osprey were seen taking advantage of the 
open water below a power plant discharge. 

Lancaster, Lincoln, 185 + (7) species, Wm. C. Garthright, Ruth C. Green, Norma G. 
Johnson, Mabel B. Ott, and Babs and Loren Padelford, reporters, Russ Benedict, Daryl and 
Margaret Giblin, and Ray Korpi. The Ross’ Goose {maybe two) was seen by the Giblins in a large 
flock of Snows feeding in a field below the dam at Branched Oak Lake. The Gyrfalcon was seen 
at Branched Oak Lake by Russ Benedict and Ray Korpi 3 January, and was recognized as a 
Gyrfalcon by the blue-gray back, the pointed wings, huge size, and deep slow wing beats. They 
saw it again there 6 January (NBR 52:23). Dr. Johnson reported that there were large flocks of 
Cedar Waxwings and that one of at least 500 hung around 56 and O for a long time. She had a 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 28 June, reported here rather than in the tabulation because it was so late. 

Lincoln, North Platte, 140+<l)+a bird seen 3 May which was either a Black-bellied or a 
Golden Plover. Mrs. A.B. Gunlicks, reporter. 

McPherson, Tryon, 60 species, Mrs. Oona Bassett, reporter. Her reports begin with 1 June, 
after she got back to the ranch, so that winter and migrant birds are not included. A few earlier 
records provided by an unnamed neighbor are given. She saw only 4 Avocets, but the neighbor 
had seen around 50. 
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Polk, Polk, 174 species, and the possibility that one of the Meadowlark sp. was an Eastern, 
Norris Alfred, reporter, Lennis Lind, Donna Loschen, Lee and Shirley Morris, Harry Rinder, 
plus reports from Babs Padelford and Tanya Bray of visits on 8 May with Sandy Kovanda and 18 
May with Ross Silcock and Tom Kent to York Co. Lee Morris reported that the Swans were on a 
basin south of Polk in York Co. It was mostly frozen over and the Swans (6) were on the ice 
about 100 yards from the road. They did not fly and did not call, so they could not be further 
identified. Mr. Morris reported that the wet weather had provided the largest concentration of 
geese he had seen in years, especially Snow Geese. On 31 March he saw his 13th Prairie Falcon 
for this season. The Pine Warbler was in the shelterbelt behind the Morris’ house. It was very 
tame, and at times would get closer than Mr. Morris could focus his binoculars. All of the 
identifying marks could be seen and in good light. The pair of Cinnamon Teal were seen just 
south of the Morris’ house. The Louisiana Waterthrush was the firstMr. Morris has ever seen in 
the area. It was in his shelterbelt, where the water had backed up through it. He saw about 20 
Turnstones in one flock — the largest flock he had ever seen in the area. Mr. Lind drove into his 
garage and a small bird flew into the window and was momentarily stunned. He picked it up and 
saw it was a wren with a white-fringed tail — the first Bewick’s Wren he had ever seen. He also 
reported that a neighbor had counted 30 Swainson’s Hawks on fence posts near the farm. The 
Coots had started nesting by 25 May. An immature White-throated Sparrow was seen at a 


CM CM 
<U 


N On IN CM {N CM cm cm 00 CM CM ON 

CM CM CM i—! ,—I CM *H 

£>£> PP PP P ^ PP P^ 

EE EE EE E 1 ""} EE e. h 


N- CM CM CM ’ 


CM C'-'i 
CM 


3 P 
n) <U 


O P- 

HI CD 
l “5 | -3 

C- O 
cr> 

i»> 0) 


T-l CQ 

® i 

o 

n 

Pv tu 

co 

CM CO 
p* t 
c 

NO O 
bs 0 


CTnOQ n o P- 

P* b? Pi>? >> 
-a; E <; E E 


ON CO O ON 


.1-1 O p, Pi 


-p p 

O i—1 

w m 


On O 
CM -i-i 

P-E 


CO O 00 ON u-, 
*!—I 1-1 CM 

S 0> !>. Pi 


NO P- 
n CM 

Pi 0 


NO NO 1—1 

£ ££ 

40 co oo 

NO 


■cHO -j- O 


CO CO 

1*3 


bp H 
S p 
O 3 
i-q o 






Nebraska Bird Review 


57 


feeder 1 January. See NBR 52:23 for comment on the Prairie-Chickens, and 52:3 for the area 
covered by this report. 

Sarpy, see Douglas. 

Saunders, Morse Bluff, 128 species, Rev. T.A. Hoffman, reporter, Babs and Loren 
Padelford. The four species marked *, which were reported in the last report as leaving in 
January (NBR 52:13) did return. The gaps were: Great Blue Heron 1/7 to 3/3, Mallard 1/21 to 
2/11, and Junco and Goldfinch 1/7 to 2/11. All records are from around Morse Bluff except for 
the first Swainson’s Hawks, on US 77 about 5 miles south of Fremont, and the Gyrfalcon, seen 
by the Padelfords near Mead (NBR 52:23). Father Hoffman reported: “This was an exceedingly 
hard winter for birds, at least in my territory. I heard (faintly) Pheasant cocks only twice in April 
and saw none through the whole 6 months. I saw only one covey (hen and 14 chicks) on 30 June, 
but almost 3 miles from where I usually bird. I flushed oneBobwhite during the whole 6 month 
period. Woodpeckers of all kinds were way down; Flickers almost abandoned the area 
completely until April, and then numbers remained low. Red-bellied Woodpeckers were present 
only from the last week of March to the first week of May. I heard Eastern Screech-Owls on only 
four occasions during the whole period. Cardinals, White-breasted Nuthatches, and 
Chickadees were fewer than normal right through the nesting season. Goldfinches, Juncoes, 
Tree Sparrows, Purple Finches, Song Sparrows, Harris’ Sparrows, even Common Mergansers, 
were very scarce or absent until mid-February or later. On the other hand, it was a great year for 
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hawks, and Turkeys, Upland Sandpipers, and Bobolinks were back, and nesting in the case of 
the latter two, after serveal years’ absence. 

Scotts Bluff, Gering, 147 + (3) species, Alice Kenitz, reporter, Dorothy Adcock, Mary Ann 
Banghart, Lydia Bolz, Joyce Brashear, Nora Mae Vance, Maud Witschy. Mrs. Kenitz reported: 
“A small pond south of Gering was especially good for wading birds this spring, and that is where 
I saw the Semipalmated Plover and a flock of about 10 Black-bellied Plovers. Five White-faced 
Ibis were seen by several people just west of Scottsbluff. As far as I can remember, this is the first 
time we have seen more than one Ibis at a time. The Chukar was seen in Mitchell Valley. A check 
with a man who has been breeding Chukars and releasing them confirmed that he had released 
Chunkars for the past 3 years in the Roubadeau Pass area, west of Gering. The release area is 
probably about 7 miles or so from where this bird was seen, and it would have been logical for it 
to follow the hills around. The Cardinal was in Joyce Brashear’s back yard on the northeast part 
of Scottsbluff 2 to 4 April, in quite blizzardy weather; one seen later in another yard we assume 
was the same bird. The Rosy Finches were seen on Scotts Bluff National Monument. There 
seemed to be an unusually large number of Lincoln’s Sparrows in and aroung Gering in late 
April. The Purple Finches (2 males and 2 females) were seen by Jamalee Clark in her back yard 
on the west side of Gering. The Clarks also spotted the Painted Bunting in a small acreage along 
a ditch bank, about .5 mile west of Gering. There are some very tall Chinese elms there, as well 
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as several brushy fencerows. They first saw the bird about 7:30 PM, in an elm tree with the sun 
shining on it. About 8 PM it perched on a wire fence and sat absolutely still (as if it were going to 
roost) for about 10 minutes. They observed the brilliant colors — red breast, blue head, and 
green back — and even saw the red eye-ring. A Prairie Falcon’s nest, seen by Bill Garthright on 
Scotts Bluff NM, is reported in “Notes”. 

Sioux, Mitchell RFD, 111 + (19) species, Helen and David Hughson, reporters. 


NOTES 

CORRECTION TO NBR 52:42 (LESSER GOLDFINCH). If you didn't find the American 
Goldfinch in the picture, it wasn’t because your eyes were bad; poor communication resulted in 
its being left out of the picture. 

BURCHARD LAKE. Bill Garthright and Bill and Bonnie Mulder went to Burchard Lake, 
Pawnee Co. 16 April 1984 and saw the Greater Prairie Chickens on their booming grounds. Jim 
and Sandra Kovanda were there while working on the breeding bird atlas project and reported 
these birds: 27 May 2 Double-crested Cormorants, 1 Little Blue Herom (immature), 2 Hooded 
Mergansers, and 1 Forster’s Tern; an immature Common Loon 3 and 23 June, and a 
Loggerhead Shrike 23 June. 
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WADERS. I found Great Egrets in Holt Co. in mid-June 1984, adult Little Blue Herons at 
three locations in Boone and Nance counties from April through June, and 10 adult Cattle 
Egrets in Antelope Co. in mid-July. Also, more American Bitterns than I’ve found in the past five 
years combined in the eastern Sandhills. 

— Wayne J. Mollhoff, 736 South Third , Albion, Nebraska 68620 


SANDHILL NOTES. On 18 May 1984 I saw Red-necked Phalaropes at Lakeside, 
American Bitterns and four nests of Marsh Wrens at the marsh near Whitman, and 20 May a 
Bufflehead at Loup City (a late date). There was a Swainson’s Hawk on a nest on Highway 20, a 
mile east of Hyannis. 

— Ruth C. Green, 506 West 31st Avenue, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005 


GREAT EGRETS. On 11 April, outside of Laurel, Cedar Co., I spotted 4 Great Egrets and 
about 20 Franklin’s Gulls. I have also seen Greater Yellowlegs and Ring-billed Gulls. From 6 to 10 
April I saw Buffleheads, Lesser Scaup, Mallards, Wood Ducks, Shovelers, and Coots. 

— Paul Pearson, Route 2, Box 63, Wakefield, Nebraska 68784 
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CATTLE EGRETS. John Schuckman, conservation officer at Crofton, was quoted in the 
Omaha World-Herald 21 May 1984: “I saw 41 Cattle Egrets gathered on a small temporary pond 
west of Crofton. Egrets aren t common in this area anytime, and the Cattle Egret is only rarely 
seen. I’m sure they were attracted to the area because of the water we have standing all over this 
spring.” 


WHITE-FACED IBIS. On 7 July 1984 I saw a White-faced Ibis in Sheridan Co., .75 mile 
south on Lakeside turnoff to Crescent Lake NWR (on property of Arnold Black, Lakeside). I 
saw the red eyes and legs, purple color across the back (when the sun shone on it in flight), and 
white fringe around the face. There were several Black-crownedNight-Herons in the same pond. 
T wanted to photograph it, but couldn’t find it the next day, when I had my camera. 

— Doug G. Thomas, 1035 Mississippi Avenue, Alliance, Nebraska 69301 

BALD EAGLES. Dave Menke (now moved to Alaska) reported that DeSoto NWR set a 
record on 6 March 1984 by sighting 120 Bald Eagles in one day. This broke the old record by 
about 30 birds. 


BLAINE COUNTY. On 20 May 1984,8 miles southwest of Brewster, I saw a pair of Long¬ 
billed Curlews dive-bombing a Swainson’s Hawk that was hunting too close. And just northeast 
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of Brewster I saw what I took to be a Black-headed x Rose-breasted Grosbeak — a black head, 
burnt gold breast band, dark back, and white abdomen and belly. I didn’t get a good look at the 
tail or the middle of the back. 


— Wayne J. Mollhoff, 736 South Third, Albion, Nebraska 68620 

PRAIRIE FALCON NEST. On 14 May 1984, while on the hiking trail halfway to the top of 
Scotts Bluff National Monument, I saw a Prairie Falcon gliding nearly level with me about 40 
yards away. It stayed almost stationary in the strong winds, so I was able to get a very good look: 
large brown falcon, no rufous on back or wings, black axillars, no dark cap or facial markings. It 
was carrying what looked like a small mammal in its talons. 

Suddenly a slightly larger falcon flew into the view of my binoculars. The first falcon flipped 
upside down and handed off its prey to the second one. I followed the larger one with my 
binoculars and saw the same field marks. Both falcons flew together for a minute, then the 
smaller one flew down and landed on the facing cliff wall in a crevice where two different layers of 
rock met. 

The cliff wall was about 100 to 150 yards away, but the crevice appeared to be about 6 to 8 
feet wide and 3 feet high near the center. It seemed to be several feet deep and was possibly 
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higher further inside. It was partly divided by a small overhang. On the left side, where the falcon 
landed, was bare rock, below which was thickly covered with white droppings; on the right was 
what appeared to be a large stick nest. I lost sight of the larger falcon for a few minutes, but then it 
also flew down towards the crevice. It slowed up and looked like it was going to land in the nest, 
but, at the last minute, it fell off into a glide and went around the corner of the cliff. 

I continued to the top and on my way back, about half an hour later, I could see what 
appeared to be one of the falcons sitting in the right side of the crevice, either on or behind the 
nest, as if it were incubating. From what I’ve read, Prairie Falcons do not build a nest but will 
occasionally use an old nest of another species. These two were probably a mated pair, the 
smaller a male and the larger a female, and I concluded they were most likely nesting in the 
crevice. 


— Wm. C. Garthright, 2240 North 31st Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68503 

A SUMMER RECORD OF A SANDHILL CRANE INHALL COUNTY. A Sandhill Crane 
(Grus canadensis) was reported to the Platte River Whooping Crane Trust by Virginia Luebs, 
on 28 June 1984.1 visited theLueb’s farm, southwest of the Alda interchange of 1-80, Hall Co., on 
29 June and found a single adult Sandhill Crane. The Crane appeared healthy, but a wing injury 
could have been masked by vegetation height. The Luebs reported that the Crane had been 
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around their cornfield {Sec. 36, T10N, R1 iWJfor quite a while, had not been seen flying, and had 
not as yet caused damage to the corn. On 16 July I observed a single adult Sandhill Crane flying 
along the Platte River (Sec. 12, T9N, RllW), approximately two miles south of the Lueb’s farm. I 
do not know if the same individual is responsible for both sightings. I am also unsure of the 
reason why it is still present, unless it was recovering from an injury when migration continued 
north. 


— Thomas E. Labedz, 1009 West Third #3, Grand Island, Nebraska 68801 


INDIAN CAVE STATE PARK. On 26 May 19841 saw a Willow Flycatcher and a Summer 
Tanager at Indian Cave State Park, Richardson Co. 

— Ruth C. Green, 506 West 31st Avenue, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005 


CASSIN’S KINGBIRD. On 15 May, 1984, I saw a Cassin’s Kingbird on the Sowbelly 
Canyon Road, about 2 miles northeast of Harrison. It was very similar to the Western Kingbird, 
but had narrow buffy-white tip to tail, no white on sides of tail, and darker gray on head. I got a 
very close look from the car as the bird sat on the fence. I kept creeping the car closer and it kept 
moving 10 or 15 feet further down the fence. 

— Wm. C. Garthright, 2240 North 31st Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68503 
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CEDAR COUNTY. On 28 April I saw Water Pipits in Cedar Co., a Stilt Sandpiper 10 May 
{with Ed Brogie’s science students), Bay-breasted Warbler seen by Allen George at a shelterbelt 
and dam 4 miles north of Laurel 17 May, and I saw a Blackburnian Warbler. It was from 10 to 30 
feet from the ground, and would fly into a swarm of gnats and feed. The next day {18 May) A1 
George, Steve Dybdal, and I went to the dam and saw a Chestnut-sided Warbler which let us get 
very close. 

— Mike Erickson, Route 2, Wayne, Nebraska 68787 


SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER. I saw a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher near Purdum, 
Blaine Co., 22 April 1984. 

— Russell Benedict, 303 Orchard Drive, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005 

SEDGE WREN, A NEW BIRD SPECIES FOR MORMON ISLAND CRANE MEADOWS. 
Sedge Wrens (Cistothorus platensis) were recorded on Mormon Island Crane Meadows, south 
of Grand Island, in Hall Co., for the first time on 28 June 1984, Two adults were seen and heard in 
a sedge meadow on the island (Sec. 34, T10N, R10W). Two Sedge Wrens were heard in the same 
location on 3 July, but the singing was less frequent. The Wrens could not be located on 9 July. 
The portion of the meadow where the Wrens were recorded had been part of a breeding bird 
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survey plot. A visit to this plot on 26 June revealed no Wrens, thus the two might have been 
recent arrivals from migration. Sedge Wrens are irregular migrants and may arrive in some 
nesting areas as late as August (Robbins et al, A Guide to Field Identification: Birds of North 
America, 1983). 

— Thomas E. Labedz, 1009 West Third #3, Grand Island, Nebraska 68801 

A KENTUCKY WARBLER IN HALL COUNTY. A single adult Kentucky Warbler 
(Oporonis formosus) was recorded on 5 May 1984 at Hall County Park (Sec. 32, T11N, R9W). 
The park was partially flooded at the time. The individual was scratching and probing the forest 
floor, overturning leaves, etc. The portion of the park in which this individual was located has a 
tall canopy of deciduous trees and a heavy, almost dense, shrub layer near the forest floor. This 
individual was on the side and crest of a low ridge that was covered with leaf litter. Attempts to 
relocate this warbler on 7 May were unsuccessful. 

Johnsaard (A Revised List of the Birds of Nebraska and Adjacent Plains States, Occ. 
Papers of the N.O.U., No.6, 1980) notes Kentucky Warblers as rare to uncommon spring and 
fall migrants in southeastern Nebraska, and a summer resident in the lower part of the Missouri 
River’s forested valley, north to at least Sarpy Co. It breeds in eastern Kansas and the eastern 
half of Oklahoma. This distribution represent the probable northwestern extent of the breeding 
range ( The A.O.U. Checklist of North American Birds, 6th Edition, 1983). Kentucky Warblers 
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are considered casual visitors in SouthDakota and are unreported in North Dakota (Johnsgard, 
1980). A review of the Nebraska Bird Review from approximately 1950 to the present revealed 
that Kentucky Warblers had been found in several counties in Nebraska outside the Missouri 
River counties south of Sarpy Co.,: Adams 1950 and 1951, Brown 1964, Burt 1959, Dakota 1958, 
Gage 1953, Lancaster 1974, Saline 1952, and Wheeler Co. The Wheeler County report was from 
Bartlett and was included in the article The First Eleven Years of Breeding Bird Surveys in 
Nebraska (NBR 46:38-62, 1978). Hall County may now be included in this list. Nearly all of the 
above records are during normal migration schedules and Kentucky Warblers have been known 
to wander as far west as Boulder and Golden, Colorado, in 1963 and 1964, respectively ( Birds of 
Colorado, Bailey andNeidrach, 1965). As suitable habitat becomes available in these and other 
counties in Nebraska, the occurrence and breeding range may be extended both north and west 
within the state. 


— Thomas Labedz, 1009 West Third #3, Grand Island, Nebraska 68801 

(The original data, not available to Mr. Labedz, show that the Wheeler Co. record was for 
1969. Ed.) 


MACGILLIVRAY’S WARBLER. I saw a MacGillivray’s Warbler 13 May 1984 in Bridgeport 
State Recreation Area. It had a complete dark gray hood, greenish upperparts, yellow 
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underparts, to bold white crescents above and below its eye. I had stopped the car to look at an 
Osprey perched in a dead tree and then noticed the warbler in a bush just 10 feet or so from the 
car. 


— Wm. C. Garthright, 2240 North 31st Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68503 

DIXON COUNTY. On 17 April 19841 saw a Green-tailed Towhee 5 miles north of Dixon. 
John Chace, Paul Pearson, and I saw a Swamp Sparrow on 19 April. These are very uncommon 
in this area. 


— Allen George, Route 1, Box 50, Dixon, Nebraska 68732 

ROSY FINCH. My first sighting of a Rosy Finch was here on our farm on 1 January 1984. 
Another first sighting for me was a Mountain Bluebird on 7 March. 

— Galen Wittrock, Route 2, Lodgepole, Nebraska 69149 


BOOK REVIEW 

Birding with a Purpose: of Raptors, Gabboons, and Other Creatures, Frances 
Hamerstrom, 130 pp., 6% x 9%, The Iowa State University Press, Ames. Hardcover, $13.95. 

These are snippets — interesting, amusing, sometimes amazing — from Mrs. 
Hamerstrom’s long experience with birds and birders. She devised her own methods of marking 
individual birds so they could be recognized while flying free; she had to learn about trapping 
raptors and adapting these traps to different species; she had run-ins with authorities, and was 
helped by individual law enforcement officers; and she had problems (as so did others) with five 
high school boys who attached themselves to her; and other items. Read all about it! (Oh, yes, a 
gabbon is her term for a volunteer assistant in the field.) 


— Editor 
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An Exceptional “Fall” Migration of Shorebirds 
Along the Big Bend Reach of the Platte River 

Introduction 

The Big Bend reach of the Platte River extends about 80 miles from Overton to Chapman, 
Nebraska. This area is characterized by braided channels with numerous riverine islands 
bordered by cottonwoods (Populus deltoides) and willows (Salix spp.) along the high banks. 
Habitat between the high banks consists of open water, barren sandbars and mudflats, 
herbaceous islands, shrub islands, and floodplain forest. 

Prolonged summer flows during 1983 were among the highest recorded this century; in 
excess of 20,000 cfs (cubic feet per second). Spring 1984 also consisted of high flows resulting in 
much scouring and shifting of alluvial sediments. By early July 1984, flows had dropped from 
about 3,000 cfs to less than 400 cfs by the end of the month. These low flows continued until 6 
September then they increased to over 3,000 cfs. During the drawdown phase of these flows, 
large mudflats were exposed in low-lying and backwater areas. These nutrient rich sediments 
hosted multitudes of aquatic insect larvae, especially larvae of Chironomidae (midges). The 
abundance of both suitable habitat and an available food source coincided with the “fall” or 
southward migration of several species of shorebirds. These conditions resulted in an 
exceptional shorebird flight along the Platte River. The following species account summarizes 
our observations. 


List of Species 

Snowy Plover (Charadrius alexandrin us)-Two individuals were observed observed on 25 July, 1 
mile downstream from the Kearney Canal Diversion Dam in Buffalo County. The slim 
black bill, black legs, and lack of a breast band characterized them. This is apparently the 
first July sighting of this species in Nebraska (Johnsgard, P. 1980. A revised list of the 
birds of Nebraska and adjacent Plain States. Occ. paper N.O.U. No. 6 , Lincoln, NE). 
On 24 May 1978 a pair was observed making nest scrapes on a barren sandbar along the 
Platte River in Sec. 16, T 8 N, R14W Buffalo County. They did not nest (Lingle 
unpublished data). 

Semipalmated Plover (C. semipa/mafus) - This species was observed on 5 occasions between 
10-20 August in Hall County. The maximum count was 2. 

Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) - Observed on 11 occasions between 19 July - 28 
August. Maximum count - 2. 

Lesser Yellowlegs (T. flavipes) - Observed on 7 occasions between 18 July - 24 August. 
Maximum count - 10. 

Solitary Sandpiper. (T. solitaria) - Two individuals observed on 24 July. 

Willet (Catoptrophorus semipalmatus) - Ten individuals were sighted on 15 July. 

Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) - One individual was observed on 25 July near the Snowy 
Plovers. The long, decurved bill; head stripes; and uniform coloration between the body 
and underwings were diagnostic. This is the first July sighting in Nebraska and the first 
Whimbrel sighting in Buffalo Couty (Johnsgard 1980). 

Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) - One individual was sighted on 25 July near the Snowy 
Plovers. This represents the first “fall” sighting of this species in Nebraska (Johnsgard 
1980). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper (Calidris pusilla) - Observed on 11 occasions between 18 July and 28 
August. Maximum count = 5. 

Least Sandpiper (C. minutilla) - Six sightings between 3-27 August. Maximum count = 3. 

Baird’s Sandpiper (C. bairdii) - Observed on 18 occasions between 17 July to 28 August. 
Maximum count = 15. 

Pectoral Sandpiper (C. melanotos) - Seven sightings between 31 July and 23 August. Maximum 
count = 10. The earliest previous “fall” record was 3 August (Johnsgard 1980). 

Stilt Sandpiper (C. himantopus) - One observation of 6 individuals on 16 July. Johnsgard (1980) 
reported the earliest “fall” sightings on 21 July. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper (Tryngites subruficollis) - Ninety individuals were observed in a 
recently cut alfalfa field adjacent to the Platte River in Hall County on 3 August. Johnsgard 
(1980) reported the earliest “fall” sighting on 17 August and did not mention Hall County 
relative to documented sightings. A more recent sighting of 1 individual was reported on 



Nebraska Bird Review 


71 


31 July 1980 (1980 (twenty-third) fall ocurrence report. Nebr. Bird Rev. 49:14-30). (An 
incidental sighting of 2 individuals on 29 August at Harvard Marsh, Clay County was 
made by Paul Bedell and Gary Lingle). 

Caspian Tern (Sterna caspia) - One individual was sighted in Hall County on 12 July. The 
earliest previous “fall” record was 20 July (Johnsgard 1980). 

Forester’s Tern (S. forsteri) - Two sightings were recorded; one each on 25 July and 15 August. 
Maximum count = 4, Johnsgard (1980) reported the earliest previous “fall” record on 1 
August. 

Black Tern (Childonias niger) - One observation in Hall County on 3 August of 1 individual. Six 
other species of Charadriiformes were observed in the area during this period however 
they are nesting species and therefore would not be appropriate to list relative to 
migration dates. These species are: Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus), Killdeer (C. 
vociferous), Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularia) Upland Sandpiper (Bartramia 
longicauda), Wilson’s Phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor), and Least Tern (Sterna 
antillarum). 

Early initial “fall” sightings were recorded for several speices and several county and/or 
seasonal state records were observed. The importance and use of the Platte River as a fall 
stop-over area for shorebirds appears to vary from year to year but the potential of the river in 
providing suitable habitat exists. Lingle, G. and M. Hay (1982. A checklist of the birds of 
Mormon Island Crane Meac/oius. Nebr. Bird Rev. 50:27-36) provided a preliminary account of 
shorebird use along the Platte River near Grand Island. The observations reported in this study 
auguments our knowledge of the Platte River system and elucidates this area’s importance to a 
wide variety of migratory birds. 

— Gary R. Lingle and Thomas E. Labedz, The Platte River Whooping Crane Trust, 2550 N. 

Diers Ave., Suite H, Grand Island, Nebraska 68801. 

1984 FALL FIELD DAY 

The 1984 Fall Field Day was held (officially) from noon to noon, 6/7 October, at the 4-H Camp 
at Halsey National Forest. The weather was not the best—light rain early Saturday morning, 
only a couple of short showers in the afternoon, and no rain Sunday, both days dull and gray. But 
the attendance was good—87 were officially registered—but the added manpower could not 
make up for the lateness in the season and the poor weather - the tally on or near the Forest was 
only 81. In addition, 4 species (marked N) not recorded in the Forest were seen by a party that 
went up US 83 to the North Loup Saturday morning, and 4 (marked E) were seen from Duning 
west by incoming participants or by a party that went up past Purdham. There was the usual 
slide show on Saturday night and Wayne Mollhoff commented on the bird atlas project. Of the 
birds submitted for consideration for “best bird” since the Annual Meeting, the Common 
Moorhen, seen at Capitol Beach, Lincoln by Bill Garthright was selected as first. The King Rail, 
also at Capitol Beach, but seen first by Daryl and Margaret Giblin, was second. 

The species tallied were: Pied-billed Grebe, American White Pelican (N), Double-crested 
Cormorant, Great Blue Heron; Greater White-fronted and Canada Geese; Wood Duck f Green¬ 
winged Teal (E), Mallard, Northern Pintail, Northern Shoveler (N), Gadwall, Ring-necked Duck 
(E), Ruddy Duck (E), Turkey Vulture, Nothern Harrier; Sharp-shinned, Cooper’s Broad¬ 
winged, Swainson’s, Red-tailed, and Ferruginous Hawks; American Kestrel, Ring-necked 
Pheasant, Greater Prairie-Chicken, Sharp-tailed Grouse, American Coot (E), Killdeer; Greater 
and Lesser (N) Yellowlegs; Pectoral Sandpiper, Ring-billed Gull (N), Mourning Dove, Eastern 
Screech-Owl; Great Horned and Burrowing Owls; Common Poorwill (a fresh road-kill), Belted 
Kingfisher, Red-headed Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker; Downy and Hairy 
Woodpeckers; Northern Flicker, Horned Lark, Blue Jay, Black-billed Magpie, American Crow, 
Black-capped Chickadee; Red-breasted and White-breasted Nuthatches; Brown Creeper, 
Marsh Wren, Ruby-crowned Kinglet; Eastern and Mountain Bluebirds; Townsend’s Solitaire, 
Swainson’s Thrush, American Robin, Gray Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Cedar Waxwing, 
European Starling; Orange-crowned, Nashville, Yellow-rumped, and Wilson’s Warblers; 
Northern Cardinal, Rufous-sided Towhee; American Tree, Chipping, Clay-colored, Field 
Vesper, Lark, Savannah, Grasshopper, Song,Lincoln’s, White-throated, White-crowned, and 
Harris’ Sparrows; Dark-eyed Junco, Red-winged Blackbird; Eastern and Western 
Meadowlarks; Common Grackle, Pine Siskin, American Goldfinch, and House Sparrow. 

Three or four kettles of from 30 to 60 Swainson’s Hawks were seen, with about 200 just 
sitting on the ground, by the Webers and Kovandas, and Gary Lingle sighted three prairie 
rattlesnakes. 



Article redacted at the request of the author (March 2013). 


72 


Nebraska Bird Review 



Article redacted at the request of the author (March 2013). 


Nebraska Bird Review 


73 



74 


Nebraska Bird Review 


NESTING COMMON MOORHEN 
IN LANCASTER COUNTY 

On 6 July 1984, at 6 PM CDT, I saw a Common Moorhen at the Capitol Beach marsh, in 
Lincoln. It was about 10 yards to the north when I first saw it, and I could see the red facial shield 
and red bill with yellow tip, the yellow legs, a thin white horizontal line along the side, and 
prominent white patches along either side of dark undertail coverts. It acted mildly agitated, and 
swam away from me but stayed in the vicinity. 

At 7 the next morning I waded into the pond at that spot. This time I saw two adults that 
stayed close together and appeared to be a pair, and I found a nest with 10 eggs in a small clump 
of narrow-leaved cattails. The nest was a well-made, compact cup of cattails, floating on the 




Nest and eggs, taken 7 Ju/y. 
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Adult and pair with young, taken 11 July. 



Very Young chick (probably less than day old), taken 11 July. 
water but anchored to the cattails. It looked more compact and of better construction, with a 
deeper cup, than an American Coot’s nest. The eggs were tan, with small brown spots of varying 
sizes irregularly scattered over the entire shell. The ground color was darker and the eggs were 
less uniformly spotted than a Coot’s egg. I measured one with a tape measure. It was 1%" long 
x iy 4 " diameter. 

One adult swam back towards the nest while I was attempting to take some pictures. It 
came to within 5 yds. of me, then climbed out of the water onto a floating board. It appeared to be 
upset at my presence, but not excessively so. Bill and Bonnie Mulder, of Lincoln, were watching 
all of this from the bank, and after I moved off they saw the adults swim back to the nest and 
begin incubating. 

The next day, 8 July, at 8 AM CDT, I was wading in a marsh north of Lincoln, near 27th and 
Bluff Road, and about 4 miles from the Capitol Beach Marsh. As 1 came out of a stand of cattails I 
saw a Common Moorhen about 25 yds. to the north-northwest. It immediately started making 
loud, sharp calls, and appeared to be very agitated. It swam off at an angle to my left, and slightly 
towards me. A little behind it a number of downy young rushed across the water into some thick 
cattails. There were at least 7 of them, probably more, and they ran on top of the water on the 
floating cattail stalks and other dead vegetation. They were thickly covered with black down and 
seemed to have rather stout bills and sturdy legs. I think I could see a bit of red on the heads of a 






Article redacted at the request of the author (March 2013). 


76 Nebraska Bird Review 

couple of them, but they moved very quickly out of my sight and I’m not sure. I waded over to the 
spot but couldn’t find a nest or any other sight of them. I saw the Moorhen here again on 29 July, 
but didn’t see the young. 

Daryl and 'Maragret Giblin tell me that they saw another, different pair of Moorhens with 
young at Capitol Beach, but I’ve seen only that one family group. I saw them again 9 August — 
one adult with 7 half-grown young. 

— William C. Garthright, 2240 N. 31st Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68503 


NOTES 


EARLY NESTING WOOD DUCKS. On 7 May 1983 I found a female Wood Duck with 
newly-hatched ducklings at Cedar Island, a property alon the Platte River in Sarpy County 
owned by Metropolitan Utilities District. On 12 May 19841 found another Wood Duck hen with 
ducklings (I believe she was taking them from nest to water for the first time). These are early 
nestings for Nebraska. I had assumed in the past that the reason for this early nesting was the 
availability of nesting boxes, but the personnel at Cedar Island informed me that the boxes had 
not been used either year, so the Wood Ducks are using natural cavities. 

— Ruth C, Green, 506 West 31st Avenue, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005 

GREAT CRESTED FLYCATCHER NEST. On 20 June 1984 I saw Great Crested 
Flycatchers nesting in a bluebird box. This was at Beaver Lake, Cass Co. 

— Ruth C. Green, 506 West 31st Avenue, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005 
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LAZULI BUNTING. I saw a male Lazuli Bunting by the railroad tracks at the foot of Child’s 
Hollow in Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co., on 14 May 1984.1 could see the cinnamon band on the 
chest and the white belly. 

— Ray Korpi, 1002 Dogwood Court, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005 

(Unfortunately, this record did not get into the 1984 Spring Occurrence Report, NBR 
52:51.) It would have changed the Douglas-Sarpy total species to 227 species, but not change the 
overall total.) 


GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROW IN BOX BUTTE COUNTY. Around eight o’clock 25 
November 1984 I was watching the monster flock of House Sparrows flying in and out of my 
backyard feeding areas when I noticed one moving about like a White-crowned Sparrow - broad 
hops, tail at an angle, in short, not moving with the flock. 

Using my 7*35 binoculars I singled this individual out, and thought I caught a yellow crown. 
Needless to say, I was pretty excited! I was approximately 30 feet away, perhaps more, from the 
flock, and looking through a less than optically perfect kitchen window, so 1 went out to my 
garage (makes a wonderful “blind”) to get a closer look. Within a few minutes, and after 1 chased 
a cat away, the flock came back in. This time the Golden-crowned Sparrow took the long route 
over - apple tree, patio, tomato patch, then to the salad vegetable patch where I’ve set up water, 
a cottonwood limb and dried sunflower plants for perching, etc. - but gave me a very good look 
about 10 ft. away. It came around off and on all day, showed up again 26 November during my 
lunch hour. I didn’t see it today (27 November) but I didn’t have much birding time. 

— Doug G. Thomas, 1035 Mississippi Avenue, Alliance, Nebraska 69301 

(This is the fifth reported Golden-crowned Sparrow for Nebraska. Thomas Co., May 1950; 
Cherry Co., April 1962; Scotts Bluff Co., May 1966; and McPherson Co., October 1966; NBR 
18:68, 30:50, 34:76, and 35:24. Johnsgard’s A Preliminary Checklist listing of one of from the 
1979 Christmas Count for Scotts Bluff Co. was based on a flash report which had a garble of 
Golden-crowned Kinglet. —Ed.) 



TORPID PINE SISKIN. On 22 February 19841 unintentionally left a Potter trap (banding 
equipment) open for the night. The temperature that night was -22° F. The next morning, when I 
went to the patio to re fill the feeders, I found a Pine Siskin in the trap. From all appearances it 
was dead; it was lying on its breast, with feathers slightly fluffed out. I was sure that it had frozen 
during the night. I did not remove it immediately, but decided to go back inside and finish a cup of 
coffee first. About 10 to 15 minutes later, as the sun peeked over the horizon, I looked back to 
the trap and was very surprised to see the Siskin bouncing around to get out. Just as 
hummingbirds and some members of the goatsucker family have been known to become torpid 
to survive under stressful conditions such as these, I believe this is exactly how the Siskin 
survived the night, 

— Ruth C. Green, 506 West 31st Avenue, Bellevue, Nebraska 6 8005 
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House 13, 16, 22, 35, 47, 50, 67 
Purple 13, 16, 23, 35, 57, 58, 67 
Rosy 3, 13, 58, 67, 68 
Fitzpatrick, Mr. and Mrs. Gene 24 
Flicker, Northern 8, 13, 15, 31, 39, 
41, 49, 57, 59, 71 
Flycatcher, Acadian 59 
Alder 8 

Great Crested 8, 32, 39, 41, 49, 

59, 76 

Least 8, 32, 59 
Olive-sided 8, 31, 59 
Scissor-tailed 32, 41, 65 
Willow 8, 32, 59, 64 
Yellow-bellied 59 
Fretwell, Dr. Stephen 26(4), 28(4), 
29(3), 30, 31(3), 32(2), 33, 34(5) 
Gadwall 4, 14, 28, 47, 52, 71, 76 
Garthright, Wm. G. 3, 17, 47(2), 55, 
59(2), 63, 64, 68, 71 
Nesting Common Moorhen in 
Lancaster County 74 
Gates, Doris 41 
George, Allen 23, 47, 65(2), 68 
Oetscher, lone 18 

Giblin, Daryl 3, 17(2), 55(2), ?1, 76 
Margaret 3, 17, 55(2), 71, ?6 
Glather, James 17, 18 
Gnatcatcher, Blue-gray 47, 6l 
Oodwit, Hudsonian 30, 56 
Marbled 30, 56 
Goldeneye, Barrow's 53 
Common 5, 14, 2&, 53 
Golden-Plover, Lesser 6, 55 
Goldfinch, American 13(3), 16, 35, 40, 
42(2), 43, 47, 57(2), 59, 67, 71 
Lesser 41, 42(2), 59 
Goose, Canada 4, 14, 28, 36, 52, 54, 

71 

Ross' 22, 28, 52, 55 
Snow 4, 14, 16, 22, 28, 52, 56 
White-fronted (Greater) 4, 14, 28, 
52, 71 

Goshawk, Northern 5, 29, 54 
Grackle, Common 13, 16, 35, 40, 42, 

50, 6?, 71 

Great-tailed I3, 50, 52, 67 
Graf, Marg 3 
Grandt, Charles 47 

Graupner, Susan 17 

Grebe, Eared 4, 26, 41, 47, 51 
Horned 4, 26, 51 
Pied-billed 4, 26, 41, 48, 51, 71 
76 

Red-necked 51 

Western 4, 26, 41, 47, 51, 76 
Green, Ruth 3, 18, 23, 24, 41, 54 55 

60, 64, 76(2), 77 


Grier, Brad and Marla 52, 53 
Grimes, Debbie 17 

Grosbeak, Black-headed 34, 41, 47, 64 
Black-headed x Rose-breasted 62 
Blue 11, 34’, 65 
Evening 13, 16, 17, 35i 43, 67 
Pine 13 

Rose-breasted 11, 34, 41, 47, 50, 

64 

Gross, Everett and Mildred 17 
Grouse, Sharp-tailed 6, 14, 29, 47, 

55, 71 

Grundman, Dennis 3, 17 
Gubanyi, Joseph 18, 23 
Gull, Bonaparte’s 3, 7, 31, 57 
Franklin's 7, 31, 37, 57, 60 
Glaucous 31 
Herring 31, 37, 57 
Herring/Ring-billed 7, 14 
Ring-billed 7, 31, 37, 57, 60, 71 
Gunlicks, Mrs. A. B. 55 
Gyrfalcon 23, 54, 55, 57 
Harrier, Northern 5, 14, 23, 29, 41, 
54, 71 

Harrington, Ellen 17 
Ruth E. 24, 41 
J ohn 24 
Harvey, Mary 18 

Hawk, Broad-winged 5, 23, 29, 54, ?1 
Cooper's 5, 14, 22, 23, 29, 41, 43, 
54, 71 

Ferruginous 5, 29, 41, 48, 54, 71 
Harlan's V) 

Red-shouldered 5, 23, 54 
Red-tailed 5, 14, 23, 29, 37, 40, 
41, 48, 54, 71 

Rough-legged 5, 14, 29, 54 
Sharp-shinned 5, 14, 23, 29, 41, 

4?, 54, 55, 71 

Swainson’s 5, 23(2), 29, 41, 47, 

54, 56, 57, 60, 61, 71(2) 

Heckman, Alice 17 
J ennifer 17 
Helzer, Elsie 3, 47, 52 
Heron, Great Blue 4, 13, 14, 23, 26, 
36, 41, 43, 48, 51, 57, 71 
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